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The JFD Chronological Series consists of approximately 13,600 pages of correspondence, 

memoranda, memoranda of conversations and memoranda of telephone conversations. The bulk 

of this material consists of copies of outgoing correspondence signed by Dulles and sent to 

recipients within the federal government, individuals in private life and some foreign government 

officials. It is supplemented by memoranda of Secretary Dulles’ conversations with various 

officials within the executive branch of government, congressmen, foreign government officials 

and private individuals. Incoming letters to Dulles are rarely found within this series. This 

documentation ranges from routine brief acknowledgement letters to substantive letters and 

memoranda reflecting Dulles’ views on policy matters. The subject matter is also varied and 

references to a great many issues of concern to Secretary Dulles can be found within this series. 

Much diligent searching is needed, however, to ferret out such items amidst the routine 

correspondence. Much of this material is, in all likelihood, duplicated elsewhere within the 

Dulles Papers although several items not readily located elsewhere in our holdings can be found 

here. The series spans the years from December 1952 through May 1959.  

 

As its name indicates, the series is arranged chronologically from 1952 to 1959 and within each 

file folder, in reverse chronological order. As of May 2001 about 50 pages remain security 

classified and a few pages are also closed in accordance with the donor’s deed of gift.  
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