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SCOPE AND CONTENT NOTE

The Eisenhower Centennial Commission was a U.S. government commission which helped
organize government activities commemorating the one hundredth anniversary of the birth of
President Dwight D. Eisenhower in October 1990. Planning for the Eisenhower centennial had
begun in the early 1980s by the Eisenhower Library and Eisenhower Foundation in Abilene,
Kansas, the Eisenhower World Affairs Institute in Washington, DC, and various other
organizations involved with Dwight D. Eisenhower. In 1986 Congress passed legislation creating
a national commission to coordinate the centennial activities of the federal government. This
legislation became Public Law 99-624 and was signed by President Reagan on November 7,
1986.

The enabling act created a Commission of 21 members. These included 14 members of Congress
(7 from the House and 7 from the Senate), 6 public members appointed by the President, and the
Archivist of the United States. Members of Congress selected for the Commission included
Robert Dole and Pat Roberts who were from Kansas. Susan Eisenhower, who represented the
Eisenhower family, was among those appointed by President Reagan. The members of the
Commission were appointed in 1987 and the first meeting of the Commission was held on April
27,1988. Senator Dole was elected chairman, and Bradley Patterson, a former member of the
White House staff during the Eisenhower administration, was appointed Executive Director.
Patterson served until February 1989 when he resigned and was succeeded by Jane Kratovil, who
was executive director of the Eisenhower World Affairs Institute. Kratovil served until the
Commission finished its work in late 1990. In early 1991 she transferred the records of the
Commission to the National Archives, which later transferred them to the Eisenhower Library.

The main work of the Commission involved coordinating centennial activities of the federal
government. Arrangements were made for a joint session of Congress on March 27, 1990, to
honor Dwight D. Eisenhower. The Commission facilitated legislation that allowed the
government to issue a commemorative coin and a commemorative stamp in 1990. Additional
legislation helped to endow a series of scholarships in Eisenhower’s honor. The Commission
assisted the centennial activities of government agencies, including the Department of
Transportation, which named a portion of the Interstate Highway System for Eisenhower, and
the St. Lawrence Seaway Development Corporation, which had its origins during the Eisenhower
administration. The Commission also cooperated with centennial organizations in Kansas and in
Europe.

The records of the Eisenhower Centennial Commission consist largely of correspondence and
reference files kept by the executive director. The material includes extensive information on the
centennial activities of various organizations and government agencies in the U.S. and Europe.
There are also copies of many articles about Dwight D. Eisenhower that were published during
the centennial.

The collection contains very little information on the work of the Commission itself. The
Commission held very few meetings and appears to have acted primarily as a coordinating body.
The executive director, Jane Kratovil, operated out of her office at the Eisenhower World Affairs
Institute, and utilized the Institute staff in her work for the Commission. The individual members
of the Commission appear to have handled most of the work themselves. For example, the
chairman, Senator Robert Dole, did most of the legislative work. More extensive information on



the legislation sponsored by the Commission can probably be found among Dole’s papers, which
are at the University of Kansas.

Appointments to the Commission were made by the President and by Congressional leaders.
More information on the creation of the Commission and the selection of its members can
probably be found among the personal papers of the House and Senate leaders, and the White
House Central Files at the Ronald Reagan and George Bush presidential libraries.



CONTAINER LIST

Box No. Contents

1 Calendar of Events (1)-(3)
Centennial Commission — Sen. Dole’s Correspondence

Centennial Commission — Legislation (1)-(3) [endowment of Eisenhower Exchange
Fellowships; Eisenhower coin]

Centennial Commission — Letters to the President

Centennial Commission — Meeting Apr. 27, 1988

Centennial Commission — Meeting Feb. 7, 1989

Centennial Commission — Meeting June 9, 1989

Centennial Commission — Members, Appointments, etc. (1) (2)
Centennial Commission — Brad Patterson

Centennial Commission — Updates and Business (1)-(4)

2 Centennial Commission — Updates and Business (5)
Centennial Foundation — Information Packet (1)-(3)
Commemorative Coin (1)-(3)
Commemorative Coin — Briefing Book (1)-(4)
Department of Defense
Department of Transportation (1) (2)
Dulles International Airport (1) (2) [proposal to rename airport for DDE]
3 Eisenhower Articles (1)-(5) [copies of newspaper clippings and magazine articles re
DDE, mostly 1990]
Eisenhower Articles — Army vs Duke Oct. 6, 1990 [program for football game]

Eisenhower Articles — Assembly Nov. 1990



Eisenhower Articles — Centennial Publications (1) (2)
Eisenhower Articles — Life June 1990

Eisenhower Articles — Military Review Oct. 1990

Eisenhower Articles — Miscellaneous Publications (1)-(3)

Eisenhower Articles — Op-Eds [newspaper editorials re DDE]
Eisenhower Articles — West Point Catalogue 1990-91

Eisenhower Freeway/Highway System (1)-(4) [proposal to name parts of interstate
system after DDE]

Eisenhower Institute

Eisenhower Photographs (1)-(4) [electrostatic copies of photos from Eisenhower
Library holdings]

Eisenhower Quotes (1) (2)
European Trip

European Trip - Briefing Book (1) (2)

European Trip - Press
European Trip - Speeches

Former Centennials (1)-(4) [comparative data on Truman, FDR, Herbert Hoover,
Woodrow Wilson and Theodore Roosevelt centennials]

Former Centennials - Eleanor Roosevelt

Former Centennials - Harry Truman

International Events (1)-(4)

Joint Meeting of Congress (1)-(3)

Joint Meeting of Congress - Correspondence (1)-(3)

Joint Meeting of Congress — Photographs

Joint Meeting of Congress — Press Coverage



Joint Meeting of Congress — Program (1)-(3)
Joint Meeting of Congress — Speaker’s Remarks
Kansas Centennial Commission

President’s Proclamation

St. Lawrence Seaway (1)-(3)

Scholarship Legislation (1)-(6)
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