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SCOPE AND CONTENT NOTE 

 
 
Joseph M. LaRocca (1909-1996) was born in Cleveland, Ohio, and graduated from Cornell 
University in 1930. In 1934 he entered government service and directed sharecropper assistance 
programs in Georgia and Florida for the Works Progress Administration. He later worked for the 
Social Security Administration and served in the Navy during World War II. In 1946 he 
transferred to the Vocational Rehabilitation Administration where he became an expert in 
rehabilitation programs for disabled persons. After leaving government service in 1967 he 
became a consultant for a number of private organizations, such as the International Rescue 
Committee (IRC), the Urban Institute, and the World Rehabilitation Fund (WRF), which helped 
develop medical and vocational rehabilitation programs in war-torn countries. 
 
The papers of Joseph LaRocca pertain primarily to his interest in vocational rehabilitation 
programs. The material has been divided into three series. The first series is a subject file 
containing information on LaRocca’s government service and various vocational rehabilitation 
programs in which he was interested.  
 
The second series is an international file containing correspondence, memoranda and reports on 
health and vocational rehabilitation programs in underdeveloped countries. Most of the material 
is dated from 1973 to 1995 and concerns programs sponsored by the IRC and the WRF.  
 
The third series contains reports and publications on a variety of vocational rehabilitation 
programs which LaRocca had collected during his career. The material is arranged 
chronologically. 



 
CONTAINER LIST 

 
 
Box No. Contents  
 
 1  Series I: Subject File 
 
   Aging (1)-(5) [White House Conference on Aging, 1960] 
 
   Aging – Speeches (1)-(3) 
 
   Consumerism (1)-(5) 
 
 
 2 Consumerism – Tufts Study (1)-(3) [1978 survey of consumer involvement in 

delivery of rehabilitation services in the states] 
 
   Deafness (1)-(4) [sign languages used in Bombay and Calcutta, India] 
 
  Health for Peace Bill (Senator Hill – SJR 41) (1)-(3) [1959 bill re international 

rehabilitation of the handicapped] 
 
   History of Vocational Rehabilitation (1)-(5) 
 
 
 3  Impact Program [World Health Organization program to prevent disabilities, 1982] 
 
  International Activities (1)-(7) [foreign programs of Office of Vocational 

Rehabilitation, 1959-67] 
 
   International Activities – PL 480 (1)-(5) 
 
   Legislation (1)-(4) 
 
 
 4  Mary Switzer Commemorative Seminar May 1994 (1)(2) 
 
   Miscellaneous Articles (1)(2) 
 
   Personnel File (1)-(4) 
 
   Personnel File – Egypt 1951-54 [work of TCA mission] 
 
   Personnel File – Retirement Letters 1966-67 
 
   Personnel File – U.S. Navy 



 
 
  Pine Mountain Valley [rural development in Georgia, 1935] 
 
   Rehabilitation Institute of Chicago 
 
   Sexuality and Disability (1)-(5) 
 
 
  5 Speeches – Vol. 1 (1)-(3) [re vocational rehabilitation, 1954-58] 
 
   Speeches – Vol. 2 (1)(2) 
 
   Speeches – Vol. 3 (1)-(3) 
 
   The Urban Institute (1)(2) 
 
   The Urban Institute – Independent Living Rehabilitation (1)-(3) 
 
  The Urban Institute – Performance Standards of the Vocational Rehabilitation 

Program (1)(2) 
 
 
  6 The Urban Institute – Performance Standards of the Vocational  
   Rehabilitation Program (3) 
 
   The Urban Institute – Public Transportation for Disabled People (1)(2) 
 
   World Rehabilitation Fund 
 
  World Rehabilitation Fund – Monographs (1)-(4) [studies of health care and 

rehabilitation in Sweden, England, Australia, New Zealand and Asia] 
 
   World Rehabilitation Fund – Projects with Industry 
 
    Series II: International File  
 
  Bangladesh (1)(2) [IRC program to rehabilitate disabled freedom fighters, 1973-74] 
 
   Bolivia (1)-(5) [WRF study of rehabilitation needs and resources, 1990] 
 
 
 7 Cyprus 
 

 Cyprus – Department of Statistics and Research 1986 
 
   Cyprus – Health and Hospital Statistics 1984 



 
 
  Cyprus – Health and Hospital Statistics 1987 
 
  Cyprus – Home for the Elderly 1994 
 
   Cyprus – Immunization and Primary Health Care 1984 
 
   Cyprus – Mental Health Unit 1994 
 
   Cyprus – National Library of Medicine Visit Oct. 1989 
 
   Cyprus – Physiotherapists Seminar July 1989 
 
   Cyprus – Publications (1)(2) 
 
 
  8 Cyprus – Publications (3)(4) 
 
   Cyprus – Rehabilitation Needs 1988 
 
  Cyprus – Seminars [programs held in Cyprus 1984-90 to train doctors from Cyprus 

and Lebanon; conditions in Lebanon; WRF programs in Lebanon] 
 
   Cyprus – Seminars – Correspondence (1)(2) 
 
  Cyprus – Seminars – CVs A-L (1)-(4) [biographies of US doctors who participated in 

seminars] 
 
   Cyprus – Seminars – CVs M-Z (1)(2) 
 
 
  9 Cyprus – Seminars – CVs M-Z (3)(4) 
 
   Cyprus – Seminars – Scrapbook 
 
   Cyprus – Survey of Doctors 
 
   Egypt 
 
   El Salvador (1)-(7) [WRF proposals for programs, 1992-94] 
 
  Greece [Marshall Plan, 1948] 
 
   India (1)-(3) 
 
 



 
 10 India (4)-(7) 
 
   Israel (1)(2) 
 
  Israel – Jerusalem (1)-(4) [rehabilitation seminar, Jan 1968] 
 
  Israel – West Bank and Gaza Strip (1)-(4) [conditions in refugee camps; surveys of 

health and rehabilitation programs, 1984-88; impact of violence on children] 
 
 
  11 Israel – West Bank and Gaza Strip (5)-(7) 
 
   Laos (1)(2) [survey of prosthetic needs, 1989] 
 
  Lebanon (1)-(4) [proposed WRF programs, 1993-95; 1988 UN survey of private aid 

programs] 
 
  Lebanon – Emergency Rehabilitation Project (1)(2) [progress reports on WRF 

medical programs, 1987, 1995, 1996] 
 
   Lebanon – Needs of Orphans 1995 
 
  Lebanon – Promoting Sustainable Development (1)-(3) [proposed WRF aid program, 

1995] 
 
 
  12 Lebanon – Prosthetic and Orthotic Services (1)-(3) [progress reports on WRF medical 

program, 1995] 
 
   Lebanon – Publications (1)-(6) 
 
   Oman (1)-(4) [planning for survey of disabled, 1989-90] 
 
 
 13 Oman – Disability Survey (1)-(7) 
 
   Oman - Publications (1)-(5) 
 
 

 
14  Pakistan 

 
   Uganda and Mozambique (1)-(4) 
 
  Uganda and Mozambique – Prosthetic Needs Assessment (1)-(7) [1989 survey] 
 



 
   Vietnam [surveys of services for disabled, 1987-88] 
 
 
 15   Series III: Reference Material 
 
  Items Transferred to Book Collection 
 
  Vocational Rehabilitation of the Physically Handicapped 1936 
 
  Journal of Educational Sociology April 1942 [LaRocca article “Providing 

Community Facilities in Defense Areas”] 
 
   Development of Research in Vocational Rehabilitation June 1961 
 
  Survey of Medicine and Medical Practice for the Rehabilitation Counselor 1965 
 
   Restoring Disabled People to Jobs and Useful Living Oct. 1965 
 
  Report of Committee on Health, National Citizen’s Commission Nov. 1965 
 
   The Counselor in Our Time 1966 
 
   Review of State Agency Use of Medical Consultation April 1966 
 
   Medical World News March 3, 1967 
 
   Rheumatoid Arthritis July 1967 
 
   Report of Advisory Committee on Vocational Rehabilitation June 1968 
 
   Polish-American Scientific Collaboration 1969 
 
   Guidelines for Staff Development May 1970 
 
   Rehabilitation Record May-June 1970 
 

 Journal of Rehabilitation Sept.-Oct. 1970 
 
 
 16  Selected Approaches to Expedite the Delivery of Vocational Rehabilitation Service 

May 1971 
 
   Rehabilitating the Person with Spinal Cord Injury Sept. 1972 
 
   Comprehensive Service Needs Study June 1975 (1)(2) 
 



 
   Research on Transportation Problems of the Transportation Handicapped 
   June 1975 (1)(2) 
 
   Ways to Improve the Trust Fund and SSI Programs Sept. 1975 
 
   Rehabilitation of Unilateral Above-Elbow Amputees 1976 
 
 

17  Review of Individualized Written Rehabilitation Program Services Feb. 1976 (1)(2) 
 
   Journal of Rehabilitation July-Aug. 1976 
 
   Usage of Similar Benefits in Vocational Rehabilitation Aug. 1976 (1)(2) 
 
   An Epidemiology of Disability Among Adults in the U.S. Fall 1976 
 
   Transportation and the Disabled Oct. 1976 (1)(2) 
 
   Performance Nov. 1976 
 
   Standards for Vocational Rehabilitation Projects Nov. 1976 
 
   Behavior Modification and the Nursing Process 1977 
 
   American Rehabilitation May-June 1977 
 
   Independent Living Dec. 1977 
 
   Perspectives in National Health Insurance and Rehabilitation Dec. 1977 
 
 
 18 The Role of Vocational Rehabilitation in Independent Living May 1978  
 
  Summary of National Survey of Transportation Handicapped People June 1978 (1)(2) 
 
  Proposal for a Rehabilitation and Training Center for the Mentally Ill Sept. 1978  
  (1)-(4) 
 
   Technical Report of National Survey of Transportation Handicapped People Oct. 

1978 (1)-(3) 
 
   Spinal Cord Injury, A Guide for Care 1979 
 
   Elderly and Handicapped Transportation: Local Government Approaches March 1979 
 
 



 
 19 The Graying of Suburbia May 1979 
 
   State-Federal Rehabilitation Program May 1979 
 
   Transportation Services for the Transportation Disadvantaged Oct. 1979 
 
   Chronic Pain March 1980 
 
  Independent Living Services for Elderly Disabled People Aug. 1980 
 
   Directory of Organizations Interested in the Handicapped 1981 
 
   National Institute of Handicapped Research, Long-Range Plan 1981 
 
   The Need for Long Term Care 1981 
 
  Peer Counseling in Rehabilitation Jan. 1981 
 
   Paratransit Services for the Transportation Handicapped April 1982 
 
   Status of Special Efforts to Meet Transportation Needs of the Elderly and 

Handicapped April 1982 
 
   Women and Rehabilitation of Disabled Persons May 1982 
 
   Social Services July 1982 
 
   Social Services Research Plan, Changing Domestic Priorities Aug. 1982 
 
  1978 Survey of Disability and Work, Data Book Nov. 1982 
 
  Rehabilitation World Winter-Spring 1983 
 
  American Rehabilitation Oct.-Dec. 1983 
 
 
 20 Employment of Disabled Persons 1984 
 
   International Labour Standards on Vocational Rehabilitation 1984 
 
   Digest of Data on Persons with Disabilities June 1984 
 
   Businesses that can be Owned and Operated by Handicapped Veterans Aug. 1984 

(1)-(3) 
 
   Programs for the Handicapped Jan.-Feb. 1985 



 
 
   Clinical Prosthetics and Orthotics Spring 1986 
 
   The Transition to Work and Independence for Youth with Disabilities May 1986 
 
   AID Policy Paper, Health Assistance Dec. 1986 
 
   International Journal of Mental Health Winter 1986-87 
 
  Data on Disability from the National Health Interview Survey 1988 
 
   Report of Joint National Committee on High Blood Pressure May 1988 
 
   High Blood Cholesterol in Adults Jan. 1989 
 
   Clinical Opportunities for Smoking Intervention June 1989 
 
 
 21  Conference on Amputation Surgery Oct. 1990 
 
   Journal of Burn Care and Rehabilitation July-Aug. 1991 
 
   Aging, Disability and the Nation’s Productivity Oct. 1991 (1)(2) 
 
   Annual Report on State Program Activities May 1993 
 
  The Rehabilitation Act of 1973 as Amended Aug. 1993 
 
   Journal of Rehabilitation Oct.-Dec. 1995 
 
   Physiomedia Sept. 1996 
 
   American Rehabilitation Autumn 1996 
 
   Functional Limitations: A Review (1)(2) 
 
   To Lift the Fallen 
 
   Study of Residency Training Programs in Physical Medicine and Rehabilitation 
 
   Transparencies 
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