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Mrs. Strackbein signed an instrument of gift for the papers on November 14, 1994. Literary 
rights in the unpublished writings of Oscar Strackbein in this collection and in all other 
collections of papers received by the United States have been donated to the public. Under terms 
of the instrument of gift, the following classes of items are withheld from research use: 
 
 1. Papers which constitute an invasion of personal privacy or a libel of a living person. 
 
 2. Papers which are required to be kept secret in the interest of national defense or 
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SCOPE AND CONTENT NOTE 
 
 
Oscar R. Strackbein (1900-1993) was born in Texas and graduated from the University of Texas 
with a degree in business administration. During the 1920s he worked for the Department of 
Commerce as a commercial attaché in Cuba and Colombia. During the 1930s he worked for the 
U.S. Tariff Commission and the Public Contracts Board in the Labor Department. In 1942 he left 
government service to become a private management and economic consultant. In 1950 he 
organized the National Labor-Management Council on Foreign Trade Policy, which became the 
Nation-Wide Committee on Import-Export Policy in 1953. This organization lobbied for high 
tariffs in order to protect American businesses from foreign competition. During the Eisenhower 
administration Strackbein frequently wrote articles and appeared before government 
organizations in support of high tariffs. The January 30, 1956 issue of Time magazine (page 78) 
called him “one of the most potent lobbyists for high tariffs.” Strackbein retired from lobbying in 
1975 but continued writing books and articles on economic matters for another ten years. 
 
The papers of Oscar Strackbein pertain primarily to his lobbying efforts on trade and tariff 
matters. The collection has been divided into two series. The first series is a subject file 
containing correspondence with editors, journalists and government officials concerning his 
views; printed material he collected for reference; and a small quantity of personal material, 
including biographies and information on the estate of his brother Max Strackbein. 
 
The second series contains copies of Strackbein’s writings. Most of the publications are 
typewritten or mimeographed sheets, but a few items were professionally printed. A few folders 
also contain reviews and correspondence regarding the publications. 
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