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SCOPE AND CONTENT NOTE 

 
Harold Stassen served as President Eisenhower’s Special Assistant for Disarmament from March 
19, 1955 to February 15, 1958. Stassen and his staff were responsible for developing broad 
studies concerning disarmament on behalf of the President and State Department. These studies, 
when concurred in by the National Security Council and approved by the President, would 
become the basis for United States disarmament policy. 
 
The functions performed by Stassen and his staff were transferred to the State Department in 
1958, and the records of Stassen’s office were apparently transferred to the State Department 
shortly thereafter. The Department of State transferred the records to the Arms Control and 
Disarmament Agency (ACDA) shortly after its formation on September 26, 1961. There are 
withdrawal sheets and notations in the collection indicating that Top Secret documents were 
filed in a separate “Top Secret File.” The Eisenhower Library, however, did not receive this file 
when the collection was received from the ACDA in March 1980. The Eisenhower Library was 
subsequently informed by the ACDA that they have no record of having ever received the “Top 
Secret File” when the agency received the records in 1961. The Library has been unable to track 
the missing file any further. 
 
The records cover the work and activities of the President’s Special Committee on Disarmament 
Problems, the Geneva Foreign Ministers Conference in 1955, meetings of the North Atlantic 
Council, the debate over nuclear weapons tests, the contact and relationship of the Eisenhower 
administration with the Senate Disarmament Subcommittee, communications between President 
Eisenhower and Premier Bulganin relating to disarmament, and the activities of the United 
Nations Disarmament Commission Subcommittee. Most of the collection contains material 
pertaining to United States participation in the UN Disarmament Commission Subcommittee. 
The UN Subcommittee, consisting of representatives from the United States, France, Britain, 
Canada, and the Soviet Union, was the forum for all disarmament negotiations from 1955 
through 1957. 
 
The main body of the records was received at the Eisenhower Library in March 1980. This 
shipment was organized into seven series and opened to research in April 1982. The ACDA staff 
later found several additional files relating to the work of the disarmament staff and sent the 
accretion to the Eisenhower Library in April 1994. This accretion contained duplicate copies of 
many of the items in the first shipment but also some unique material, including the working 
papers of the U.S. delegation to the 1957 disarmament negotiations and a set of the Secretariat 
Notes compiled by the Special Committee’s staff. 
 
The 1994 accretion was arranged in the order in which it had been stored in the ACDA file room, 
and comprises Series VIII of the collection. A few miscellaneous items, which were found mixed 
in with the ACDA material, were placed in a miscellaneous series (Series IX) at the end of the 
collection. These items include various printed reports on disarmament and several telegrams 
from 1964 on the spread of nuclear technology to third world countries. 
 



 
SERIES DESCRIPTION 

 
 
Box Nos. Series 
 

1-4 I. PRESIDENT’S SPECIAL COMMITTEE ON DISARMAMENT PROBLEMS. 
1 1/4 containers. Correspondence, memoranda, statements, telegrams, notes, and 
reports re the activities of the President’s Special Committee on Disarmament 
Problems. Arrangement is chronological. 

 
4  II. SENATE DISARMAMENT SUBCOMMITTEE. 3/4 container. Correspondence, 

memoranda, reports, statements, telegrams, and transcripts re the contact and 
relationship of the Eisenhower administration with the Senate Disarmament 
Subcommittee. Arrangement is chronological. 

 
5-7 III. NUCLEAR WEAPONS TESTS. 2 containers. Correspondence, memoranda, 

reports, and telegrams re the debate over continuing or suspending nuclear weapons 
test. Arrangement is chronological. 

 
7-8 IV. EISENHOWER-BULGANIN LETTERS. 1 container. Telegrams, memoranda, 

reports, letters, and drafts of letters between President Eisenhower and Premier 
Bulganin concerning the subject of disarmament. Arrangement is chronological.  

 
8-9 V. FOREIGN MINISTERS CONFERENCE. 1 2 containers. Correspondence, 

memoranda, reports, list, and statements re the Geneva Foreign Ministers Conference 
(1955). Arrangement is chronological. 

 
9 VI. NORTH ATLANTIC COUNCIL. 2 container. Minutes, telegrams, memoranda, 

and reports re the North Atlantic Council Meetings. Arrangement is chronological. 
 

10-20 VII. UN DISARMAMENT COMMISSION SUBCOMMITTEE. 11 containers. 
Memoranda, statements, minutes, reports, correspondence, telegrams, and press 
briefings re the activities and deliberations of the UN Disarmament Commission 
Subcommittee. Arrangement is chronological. 

 
21-36 VIII. ACDA FILE ROOM MATERIAL. 152 containers. 

Correspondence, memoranda, telegrams and reports concerning the work of the U.S. 
delegation to the UN Disarmament Subcommittee and the White House disarmament 
staff. Arranged according to filing system established by ACDA staff. 

 
 36-37 IX. MISCELLANEOUS MATERIAL. 12 container. 

Miscellaneous telegrams and reports found mixed in with the ACDA File Room 
material. Arranged by subject. 



 



 
CONTAINER LIST 

 
 
Box No. Contents 

 
SERIES I: PRESIDENT’S SPECIAL COMMITTEE ON DISARMAMENT 
PROBLEMS 

 
1  D[isarmament] P[roblems] C[ommittee] Notes [1-17] (1)-(4) 

 
D[isarmament] P[roblems] C[ommittee] Notes [18-63] (1)-(6) 

 
D[isarmament] P[roblems] C[ommittee] Notes [64-99] (1)-(9) 

 
 

2 D[isarmament] P[roblems] C[ommittee] Notes [100-120] (1)-(6) 
 

D[isarmament] P[roblems] C[ommittee] Notes [121-159] (1)-(7) 
 

D[isarmament] P[roblems] C[ommittee] Notes [160-190] (1)(2) 
 

 
3 D[isarmament] P[roblems] C[ommittee] Notes [160-190] (3)-(6) 

 
D[isarmament] P[roblems] C[ommittee] Notes [191-200] 

 
DCS Position Papers (1)-(9) 

 
D[isarmament] P[roblems] C[ommittee] Records of Action (1)-(4) 

 
 

4 D[isarmament] P[roblems] C[ommittee] Records of Action (5)-(7) 
 

DPC Informal Working Group Papers (re 4th countries and nuclear tests) [March-
April, 1957] (1)(2) 

 
SERIES II: SENATE DISARMAMENT SUBCOMMITTEE 

 
Senate Disarmament Subcommittee, January-February 1956 (1)-(7) 

 
Senate Disarmament Subcommittee, March-December 1956 (1)-(4) 

 
Senate Disarmament Subcommittee, 1957 (1)-(5) 

 
SERIES III: NUCLEAR WEAPONS TEST 



 
 

5 Moratorium on Nuclear Weapons Test - 1955 (1)-(3) 
 
  Nuclear Weapons Tests, January-May 1956 (1)-(7) 

 
Nuclear Weapons Tests, June-August 1956 (1)-(4) 

 
Nuclear Weapons Tests, September-December 1956 (1)-(4) 

 
 

6 Nuclear Weapons Tests, September-December 1956 (5)(6) 
 

Test Moratorium - 1957 
 

Weapons Testing - Eleventh General Assembly [October 1956 - February 1957] 
 

Ground Inspection Plan - Arctic Zone [August 1957] 
 

Nuclear Weapons Tests, January-March 1957 (1)-(4) 
 

Nuclear Weapons Tests, April-May 1957 (1)-(6) 
 

Nuclear Weapons Tests, June-August 1957 (1)-(5) 
 

Nuclear Weapons Tests, September-December 1957 (1)(2) 
 
 

7 Nuclear Weapons Tests, Telegrams, September-December 1957 (1)(2) 
 

SERIES IV: EISENHOWER-BULGANIN LETTERS 
 

Eisenhower-Bulganin Letters, [September 1955 - August 1958] (1)-(8) 
 

Eisenhower-Bulganin Letters, September 1955 - June 1956 (1)-(7) 
 

Eisenhower-Bulganin Letters, August-December 1956 (1)-(5) 
 
 

8 Eisenhower-Bulganin Letters, August-December 1956 (6)-(8) 
 

SERIES V: FOREIGN MINISTER CONFERENCE 
 

Geneva Foreign Ministers Conference, October 1955 (1)-(9) 
 

Geneva Foreign Ministers Conference, November 1955 (1)(2) 



 
 

Geneva Foreign Ministers Conference, (1)(2) [joint statements and press releases] 
 

  Geneva Foreign Ministers Conference, - Working Group Report (October 10-20, 
  1955) (1)(2) 
 

Foreign Ministers Meeting - verbatim Record (1)-(3) 
 
 

9 Foreign Ministers Meeting - Verbatim Record (4)-(16) 
 

SERIES VI: NORTH ATLANTIC COUNCIL 
  

North Atlantic Council Meetings [May-August 1957] (1)-(3) 
 

NATO-NAC, Four Power Report [March-August 1957] (1)-(3) 
 

Bowie Report [North Atlantic Nations Tasks for the 1960’s, report to the Secretary of 
State, August 1960] (1)-(3) 

 
SERIES VII: UN DISARMAMENT COMMISSION SUBCOMMITTEE 

 
 

10 UN Disarmament Subcommittee - New York, August 14 - September 15, 1955 (1)-
(5) 
 
UN Disarmament Subcommittee - New York, September 16 - November 1, 1955 (1)-
(9) 
 
UN Disarmament Subcommittee - London, February 15 - March 20, 1956 (1)-(7) 

 
 

11 UN Disarmament Subcommittee - London, March 21-31, 1956 (1)-(4) 
 

UN Disarmament Subcommittee - London, April 1-15, 1956 (1)-(7) 
 

UN Disarmament Subcommittee - London, April 16 - May 5, 1956 (1)-(8)  
 

UN Disarmament Subcommittee - London, 1956 Background Material (1)-(3) 
 
 

12 UN Disarmament Subcommittee, London - Incoming Telegrams [1955] (1)-(9) 
 

UN Disarmament Subcommittee, London - Outgoing Telegrams [1955] (1)-(5) 
 



 
UN Disarmament Subcommittee, New York - Incoming Telegrams (August-October 
1955) (1)-(4) 

 
Disarmament Subcommittee, New York - Outgoing Telegrams (August-October 
1955) (1)(2) 

 
  UN Disarmament Subcommittee, London - Incoming Telegrams (March 1956) (1)-

(4) 
 
 

13 UN Disarmament Subcommittee, London - Incoming Telegrams (March 1956) (5)-
(7) 

 
UN Disarmament Subcommittee, London - Outgoing Telegrams (March 1956) (1)-(3) 

 
UN Disarmament Subcommittee, London - Incoming Telegrams (April 1956) (1)-(7) 

 
UN Disarmament Subcommittee, London - Outgoing Telegrams (April 1956) (1)-(4) 

 
UN Disarmament Subcommittee, London - Incoming Telegrams (May 1956) (1)(2) 

 
UN Disarmament Subcommittee, London - Outgoing Telegrams (May 1956) 

 
UN Disarmament Subcommittee, London - Incoming Telegrams (February-March 
1957) (1)-(5)  

 
 

14 UN Disarmament Subcommittee, London - Outgoing Telegrams (February-May 
1957) (1)-(6) 

 
UN Disarmament Subcommittee, London - Incoming Telegrams (April 1957) (1)-(5) 

 
UN Disarmament Subcommittee, London - Incoming Telegrams (May 1957) (1)-(5) 

 
UN Disarmament Subcommittee, London - Incoming Telegrams (June 1957) (1)-(8) 

 
 

15 UN Disarmament Subcommittee, London - Outgoing Telegrams (June 1957) (1)-(6) 
 

UN Disarmament Subcommittee, London - Incoming Telegrams (July 1957) (1)-(8) 
 

UN Disarmament Subcommittee, London - Outgoing Telegrams (July 1957) (1)-(6) 
 

UN Disarmament Subcommittee, London - Incoming Telegrams (August 1957) (1)(2) 
 



 
 

16 UN Disarmament Subcommittee, London - Incoming Telegrams (August 1957) (3)-(8) 
 

UN Disarmament Subcommittee, London - Outgoing Telegrams (August-September 
1957) (1)-(5) 

 
UN Disarmament Subcommittee, London - Incoming Telegrams (September 1957)  
(1)(2) 

 
  UN Disarmament Subcommittee, POLTO Telegrams 1957 (1)-(5) 

 
UN Disarmament Subcommittee, Index to Verbatim Records (1)-(3) 

 
Canada - Disarmament Proposals [October 1955 - January 1958] 

 
 

17 France - Disarmament Proposals [July 1955 - September 1957] (1)-(9) 
 

United Kingdom - Disarmament Proposals (1955) (1)(2) 
 

United Kingdom - Disarmament Proposals (January-February 1956) (1)-(4) 
 

United Kingdom - Disarmament Proposals (March-December 1956) (1)-(3) 
 
United Kingdom - Disarmament Proposals (1957) (1)-(3) 

 
USSR - Disarmament Proposals (1955) (1)(2) 

 
 

18 USSR - Disarmament Proposals (1955) (3)-(7) 
 

USSR - Disarmament Proposals (1956) (1)-(11) 
 

USSR - Disarmament Proposals (1957) (1)-(7) 
 
 

19 USSR - Disarmament Proposals (1957) (8)-(18) 
 

USSR - Disarmament Proposals (January 1958) (1)(2) 
 

USSR - Aide Memoire re Disarmament, June 7, 1957 
 

Disarmament Background Series [1957] 
 

Policy Recommendation to Washington (May 9, 1957) 



 
 

President’s Report - Disarmament Section (December 31, 1957) 
 

The Disarmament Sub-Committee - 1959 
 

Press Briefings I [March-June, 1957] (1)-(7) [press briefings by Harold Stassen] 
 
 

20 Press Briefings II [July-August, 1957] (1)-(5) 
 

Press Telegrams (1957) (1)-(14)   
 

 
21  SERIES VIII: ACDA FILE ROOM MATERIAL 

 
Master Index - Stassen Files (1)(2) 

 
DC Subcommittee 1957 Memcons I (1)-(11) [memcons by U.S. delegation to 
subcommittee of UN Disarmament Commission, Jan-June 1957] 

 
DC Subcommittee 1957 Memcons II (1)-(3) [July-Sept 1957] 

 
 

22 DC Subcommittee 1957 Memcons II (4)(5) [July-Sept 1957] 
 

DC Subcommittee 1957 Part I (1)-(4) [correspondence, reports and working papers re 
subcommittee activities, Jan-Mar 1957] 

 
DC Subcommittee 1957 Part II (1)-(3) [March 1957] 

 
DC Subcommittee 1957 Part III (1)-(4) [April 1957] 

 
DC Subcommittee 1957 Part IV (1)-(3) [April 1957] 

 
 

23 DC Subcommittee 1957 Part V (1)-(5) [May 1957] 
 

DC Subcommittee 1957 Part VI (1)(2) [June 1957] 
 

DC Subcommittee 1957 Part VII (1)-(3) [June 1957] 
 

DC Subcommittee 1957 Part VIII (1)-(3) [July 1957] 
 

DC Subcommittee 1957 Part IX (1)-(4) [July 1957] 
 



 
 
  24 DC Subcommittee 1957 Part X (1)-(6) [Aug-Sept 1957] 
 

London Disarmament Meetings February 1955 (1)-(3) 
 

London Disarmament Meetings April-May 1955 (1)-(6) 
 
 

25 Master File of LDS Background Working Papers 1956 (1)-(3) 
 

AEC Report Investigation of A Test Monitoring System 1957 
 

Documents Submitted to Disarmament Sub-Committee 
 

The Executive Branch and Disarmament Policy 1956 
 

Disarmament A Selected Chronology 1918-1956 
 

Correspondence 1954-1957 (1)-(3) 
 

Briefing Book on Disarmament 1957 [No. 1] (1)-(3) 
 

Briefing Book on Disarmament 1957 [No. 2] (1)-(3) 
 
 

26 Outline of Plan of Work of U.S. Delegation in London 6/15/57 
 

Master File Study Papers of Section III (1)(2) 
 

Basic Disarmament Documents 1955-56 
 

Basic Disarmament Documents 1957 (1)-(4) 
 

Work Sheets on a Disarmament Treaty and Statute Dec. 1956 (1)-(4) 
 

London Disarmament Commission Position Papers 1956 (1)-(3) 
 
 
  27 Stassen Position Papers Aug.-Dec. 1955 (DCS 1-9) (1)-(4) 
 

Stassen Position Papers Feb.-June 1956 (DCS 10-14) (1)-(3) 
 

Staff Drafts, U.S. Position Papers re Soviet Nov. 17 Proposal 
 



 
DPC/RA Master File 1-48 (1)-(6) [minutes of President’s Special Committee on 
Disarmament Problems, 1955-57] 

 
 
  28 Index to DPC Notes 
 

DPC Notes Master File (1-50) (1)-(8) 
 

DPC Notes Master File (51-90) (1)-(4) 
 
 
  29 DPC Notes Master File (51-90) (5)-(7) 
 

DPC Notes Master File (91-122) (1)-(8) 
 

DPC Notes Master File (123-166) (1)(2) 
 
 
  30 DPC Notes Master File (123-166) (3)-(8) 
 

DPC Notes Master File (167-200) (1)-(6) 
 
 
  31 Important DPC and Secretariat Notes re Nuclear Test Explosions (1)(2) 
 

Index to Secretariat Notes 
 

Secretariat Notes 1-20 (1)-(4) 
 

Secretariat Notes 21-40 (1)(2) 
 

Secretariat Notes 41-60 (1)-(4) 
 
 
  32 Secretariat Notes 61-80 (1)-(5) 
 

Secretariat Notes 81-100 (1)-(5) 
 

Secretariat Notes 101-120 (1)-(4) 
 
 
  33 Secretariat Notes 121-140 (1)-(3) 
 

Secretariat Notes 141-160 (1)-(7) 
 



 
Secretariat Notes 161-180 (1)-(3) 

 
 
  34 Secretariat Notes 181-202A (1)-(3) 
 

Bilateral Conferences - Canada (1)(2) 
 

Bilateral Conferences - France (1)-(3) 
 

Bilateral Conferences - United Kingdom 1955-56 (1)-(3) 
 

  Bilateral Conferences - United Kingdom 1957-58 (1)-(3) 
 
 
  35 Bilateral Conferences - USSR 1956 
 

Bilateral Conferences - USSR Jan.-May 1957 (1)-(4) 
 

Bilateral Conferences - USSR June-Aug. 1957 (1)-(4) 
 

Bilateral Talks with Russians London 1956 (1)-(3) 
 

U.S.-USSR Bilaterals 1957 Mr. Akalovsky (1)(2) 
 
 
  36 U.S.-USSR Bilaterals 1957 Mr. Akalovsky (3)-(7) 
 

SERIES IX: MISCELLANEOUS MATERIAL 
 

Armaments and American Policy 1953 
 

Background Series 
 

Disarmament Daily Summaries 1957 (1)-(5) 
 

Limited Distribution Telegrams 1964 (1)(2) 
 
 
  37 Limited Distribution Telegrams 1964 (3)-(5) 
 

Material for Charles H. Owsley 
 

Out Cards 
 

Report by Task Force on Disarmament Dec. 1960 



 
 

Stassen Task Force Studies Vol. II Copy 1 (1)(2) 
 

Stassen Task Force Studies Vol. II Copy 2 (1)(2) 
 

Stassen Task Force Studies Vol. III Copy 1 
 

Stassen Task Force Studies Vol. III Copy 2 
 
 

END OF CONTAINER LIST 


