My Fellow Citizgens:
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For a few minutes | weald-tike to speak to you about the

gerious =- indeed the sad -- situation which has arisen in Little Rock.

In that city, under the prerredimted leadership of demagogic extremists,
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digsorderly mobs have prevented the carrying out of proper orders of a
Fadaral Court :
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Federal Government of this nation to use its powers and authority to u_pimld
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Federal Courts = responsibility is cleaw.

I have today issued an Executive Order authorizing and d.i.re-::ting
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the use of Federal trnn?sri; aid in the execution of the law at Little R_i.‘u-v.:kF
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Arkansas, This was necessary beeswse my Proclamation of yesterday 1 .
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not observed, Indeed, the situation has progressivdy worsened, Son- ! F '
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It is important that the reasons for my action be completely clear }
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As you know, the Supreme Court of the United States has declared
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that separate educational facilities for the races are inherently unequal. - L
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Local Federal Courts were instructed to issue guch orders and decrees
Fil

as might be necessary to achieve admission to public schools sme— -
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ractatty nondTSe AT Tatory-basis with all deliberate speed,

During the past several years, many communities in our Southern
States instituted public school plans for gradual progress in the enrocll-
ment and attendance of school children of all races in order to bring
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themselves into compliance v th the law of the land, W€ thus demonstrated
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to the world that we are a nation in which e law.:inut men, o supreme,
P o '-h--‘-l'l'l---'IT-;-----I-"--'\---l g rL..IE.._.l-: T e S - PR
I regret to aayui:.hii.t this ‘was-set the case at Little Rock. It was
my hope that this localized situation would be brought under control by
local and State authorities. t¥1;i:m use of local police powers had been
sufficient, our traditional method of leaving the problem in those hands

would have been respected, But when large gatherings of obstructionists

made it impossible for the decrees of the Court to be carried out, both
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the m’:reat and=tire law /demand that the President take action.



Here is the sequence of events in the development of the Little
Rock echool case.

In May of 1955, the Little Rock School Board approved a moderate
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plan for the gradual desegration of the schools in that ecity. It

that a start toward integration would be made at the present term in the
high school, and that the plan would be in full cperation by 1963. This
plan was challenged in the courts by some who believed that the period
of time as proposed was too long.

The United States Court at Little Rock, which has supervisory re-

spnnuh:l:t;r under the law for the plan of desegregation in the public
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gchools, dismissed the v:ha].leng 'y t the school board had

acted in good faith in making effective a school system free from racial

discrimination,

Since that time, the court has issued orders{on three separate
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ncca.sinns}a.nd.amg t the plan be carried out, All persons were shim
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rected to refrain from interfering with the efforts of the school board

to comply with the law.

Proper and sensible observance of the law then demanded the

respectful obedience which the nation as a right to expect from all the

people. This, mfortunately, has not been the case at Little Rock.



\ﬂ The very basis of our individual rights and freedoms rests upon
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i { the certainty that the President and the Executive Branch of Government

& will support and insure the carrying out of the orders of the Federal
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» anarchy would result. There would be no
security for any odews except that which each one of us @ould provide for
m:{Tha interest of the nation in the proper fulfillment of the law's
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requirements cannot yield tEﬁI1I demonstrations by some few persons., Mob
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cannot be allowead to overrsds the
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decisions of our courts.
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The proper use of the powers of the Executive Branch to enforce the
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orders of a Federal Court ‘ase limited to extraordinary and compelling
circumstances. Manifestly, such an extreme situation has been created
in Arkansas. This challenge must be met with such measures as will

preserve to the people as a whole their lawfully-protected rights and

Q legal processes in a climate permitting their free and fair exercise,
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The overwhelming majority of our people in al sectiond of the



country are united in their respect for observance of the law -- even e

in those cases where they may disagree with that law, They deplore the ' g
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call to violence/of extremists. et 3 e, p :
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I have—cewiidence that the overwhelming majority of the people

in the South are of good will, united in their efforts to preserve and
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respect the law even if they disagree with it, They will rsjest-the
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that has been done to the people of Arkansas in the eyes of the nation, and
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that has been done to the nation in the eyes of the world. Al
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1 call upon Ml citizens of the State of Arkansas to brimg to an II P
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immediate end all interf srence with the law and its processes. If re=- -
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