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Jamas C, Hagerty, Prass -'B-It:ﬂu.rr‘m tha Praaident
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THE WHITE HOUSE
T
REMARKS OF THE PRESIDENT, SENATOR WILEY AND
SENATOR FERGUSON, AND REPRESENTATIVE DONDERO
AT THE SIGNING OF THE ST, LAWRENCE SEAWAY BILL,
THE CONFERENCE ROOM OF THE WHITE HOUSE, MAY 13,1954,

Congressman Donderc:  Mr, President, the people of the United States,
through their Congress, have determined that they will participate with
their good neighbor to the north, Canada; in the construction of the 5t,
Lawrence Seaway, It has been the dream of many decades, It is one of
the greatest waterways in the world, and will ba &ne of the great arteries
of commaearece in the world, [ think that it will confribute much to the
sconomic weliare and also to the national defense of both the United States
and Canada,

Mr, President, five of your predecessors advocated and endorsed the build-
ing of the 5t, Lawrence Seaway, It has bsen delayed thirty or forty years,
and now under your great leadership this mighty project, the master project
of the North American continent, is to become & reality,

| want-fo add just one more thought, and that is this! that in the days to come,
the American pecple, the Canadian people, the continent of North Amarica,
will receive great benefit from what we Are doing now,

I am proud to be & Member of the 83rd Congross; to have had some part in
bringing this very happy day about, as Chalrman of the Committes on Public
Works of the House of Repressntatives,

To you, Mr, P;nid-nt. and your Administration, must go the credit for
bringing about the beginning of this groat project, Only one thing remaine
now, to make the Seaway an assured fact, and that is your signature to the
bill before you.
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Senator Wiley: Mr., President, I want to congratulate you. History wil
now record that at long last the dream == yes, the hope, of countless millions
is baing fulfilled,

Back of us stands the Ambassador of Canada, It is a symbol that we are
united in the grestest affort the two matlons ever undertook; in building &
Waterway hare that will mean happiness, health and prosperity for countiess
millions to comae,

Across the river wa bave held hands, MNow we cannot part. We ares one in
& greaat adventure -- to bulld for the future of America,

I congramlate you and the American paople,
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El-nn:.tur ‘Furﬁumn.. Mr, President, Mr, A.mhl-nﬂnr, Mmhurl nl' E-nnira LTH
This s really & groat ogcasion,, I.know it will be historic becanse it is a
symbol of frlendship between the United States and cur friend, Canada, to

the narth,

Coming from Michigan, one of the border states, this has been a dream for
many years, Mr, Prasident; when we look st this map we can see that soon
transportation can comae Ints the heartland of America. Transportation,
whether it ba by ship, jplane, railroad, truck or automobile is the lifeblood
af :nmmnrn and tr-l-d-l And 1 hnu-' ﬂ'l“- history -ill any that we today were

It means & batter United States, and a better world, [ am sure. This
accasion is really one that we can all be hlpp:r about == that this Administra-
tion could bring this about, g ; ;
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The Praosident: [-m very happy, in the presence of this distinguished
sompany,  to sign this bill, g
1 think it is particularly fortunate that we have with us the Ambassador from
Canada, because this bill is intended to set in motion the great project which
will oparate to the beoefit of both our countries.

This marks, of course; the lagislative culmination of an effort that has
taken thirty years to reach this point, Now work can begin on the great
project iteelf, That work, we all hope, will progress rapidly without
interruption to & successful completion, so that the benefits of this great
project can coma to all cur paople on both sides of that great river.
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