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Oral History Interview, June 2L, 1964 swith Mr. Howard Funk.

MR, DARHASH: Mr. Funk, would you, plesasg, tell us aprroxi=sataly and

ander what cireunstances you first met Terlght Eisenhower?

MR. FUNK:Well, it would be in 1909 whan I first atarted to high school.

WR. BARRASH: Mr. Funk, in 1910 Dwisht Fisenhower was a graduats student
at Abllers High Sehool mnd he, alse, playec football, could you,pleass,

tall us how he was abls to de this?

VMR, FUHE: When we played footballe-wiy--we hao troubls petting enough
players to make 3 team and amyona Was elipible that was in hiph scheol,

gsomatlimes tho Professors.

¥R, BARBASH:In other words, then there wera no high school schelasiie
rules sbout praduate students playlng feotbelle--anybody could Play as

leng as they wers back in high schools
MR. FUIlK: Correcta

MR, BARBASH: ¥r. Furk, what procedurs was used to plok boys for the
itdlens Hiph School football team——-did they have try outs or was
amybody allowed to play that came gut for the team or was there &

selestlion made by the coach?



= Page Two =

MR, FUMK: We didn't really have a coach-=We had 2 fallow thal cems up
and helped us out but he wesn't hired--or wasn't payed for 1t and most
anvone eould gome out and ploy--ws didn't have only abowbt thresa sube

stitutes.

MR, BARBASH: Mr. Punk, Oren Snoyder was tha coach tha year you playsd
with Dwight Eisenhowsre---wiy was ne ssleoted coash and what wers his

qualifications?
MR, FUNK: Ha wasn't selscted--ha just volunbeered,but he wa- a good one.

MR, BARBASH: Mr. Funk, what was Snyder's background as far as fontball
waa congarnef--did he play in cellege or was he just a good enough

player to be able to coachi

MR. FOHE: He'd played in high sehoel in Abilens but he was & pood

players

MR, BARHASH: Mr. Funk, what sort of uniforms=={ootball uniforms

dild the players wear and who mpplied thom?

MR. FUNK: We suprlied ocur own squipmenteesonetines, 1% wasn't very good.
We had a swester and a pair of football pants,that was about the slze

of it.

W, BARBASH: Whst materisl were the pants made of?
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¥R. FUNK: They were--most all football pants--that is--cduck pants with

a little padding and no headgears in the whole tsam.

MH, HAHBASH: Mr. Funk, would you, please, describe & repular practice

geaglon for us?

MR. FUHK: It was mostly runming snd some taskling--but it waa a pretty
hard practice until we pot broke into iteeand that would be sbout

the sine of it, I think.

MR, BARBASH: Mre Punk, could you, plesss, tell us how nany players
theprs were on a team in those doys, how many polnta you pot every
time you scored,that ls, scoring the various wWays--touch dowfe-

point alter—-and fleld goall

Mil, FUNK: The touchdowna were 5 and the field geoal afterwards was
1 point but tha drep kicks were 2 polnt@e—-thers were ll playerge-

thie same a5 thers are NoWe

MR. BARBASH: Mr. Punk, what was the shape of the [ootball you usad in

thoss daye?

MR. FUNE: Wall, we didn't have very sary footballs and it gob pretiy
round before we pot through with it, but 1t was practlcally tho sase

shape orly 1t was quite a bit bisger arcurd.
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MR, HARBASH: Mr. Funk, what was the basic formutlon that was used by
football teams in those dayse-what I'm driving at is today we have

tsama that use the Wing T of the T farmation or teams that use a lot
of pre=Tootball formatlong--what type of Cormation did you use when

you pleyed high school football?

¥R. FUHK: Well, it was liko their T formaticrs nowadays--they'd
most slways play from a stralght back instend of & 7 unlsse there was

a punt and they went back to the--sbraight back te the punter.

MH. SARBASH: Mr. Funk, would you, please, tell us aa much s= you can

sbout ths Mrat zme with Junetis:n City=-I didn't find any accounte of
1t in the local newspapers but I did read in one of the blographies of
Eigenhowver that Abilene was d=f=sted by o 2-0 soors, could yoo tell us

how they got 2=0 scora?

MR. FURK: Well, as near sz I can remember it would have had to have

bean & drep kick and it was the only scors in the game.

MR. BARBASH: Mr. Fonk, the October 21, 1910 Reflsctor had an article
about the pume with the County Hiph School ano ssays that Merrifield,
Micolay and Hoffman starred in a O=0 tie-encw it doesn't make any mertlon
af Fisenhower——can you tell us briefly what positdons these gentleman
playede-Merrificld, Micolsy and Hoffmen—-and if you can remsmber

arthing sbout what Dwipht did 1n the framp?



= Page Five =

MR. FUNK: Well, I can't remember too much abput that--wa had a lot of
trouble with Chapman always—=rivalry—-and Nicolay and deffman and Merri-
field were in the back fleld--Six MacDornell was gquarterback. Ike

was tackle and he wae awful good man as tackle.

MR, BAREASH: Mr. Funk, the next acoount we have of a game is from the
Kovember B, 1910 Reflector and it states that Abilene beat Emterprise

1l-0ew=gould you, please, tell ua aboub that pame?

MH. FUNK: That must have been & mistdks some place along the line I
don't rem=mbar of ever playing Enterprise---the Academy never had

arything higher than & high scheol team.

MR, BARBASH: Do you mean, M, Funk, that the Enberprise icadesy didn't

have boys old ensurh to play high school ball?

HMR. FUNE: The Acadeny never had very many pupils--1lt was an Adventisth

Sehool and st that time it wes very amall.

Mil, BARBASH? Mr. Funk, the newspaper went on to ssy in that article
that the tesm was goiting ready for the game with Balina and they asked
the Abilene olitipens to turn out for the pame and support the boys

and they pave some write ups about seme of the players and sald that
Bud Heffman was ons of the best defensive backs in Central Kansas,—-
could you, pleasa, tell o= & llttle about Buc Hoffman and, also, could

vou tell us what kind of defense your tsam used?
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MR, FUNY: Hs was sn swful poou player aml he was also the eaptain of
the tram. He was awlful rouph on the pliysra most of the timge-T%
was standard defense but thers waz a lot of punting in the game and we

got away with a lot of ground gains by panting.

Mit, BAEBASHiThis same write up also stated that Abilene had four goad
lokers—-Furnk and Birber ware the punters and MacDonnell and Johnseon
wers the drop !dekers--now , could you, please, MHr. Funk, could you,
please, tell us what positlon you played and aveut your abllity to

punt and Barber's ability te punt.

¥R. FUMK: Why, I plsyed tackle--right tackle and I could kick the ball
slemty hish and if we had a 1ittle wind--why, we had & lot of ground

Eﬂiﬂﬂi

MR, DARBASH: How about this boy, Barver, Mr. Funk, was he a paod

football player?

M. FUNK: Yesh, Charley Barber was an ewful good player.

MR, BAlBASH: The article sald that Machonnell and Joanson weres Lhos
drop kickara==now by HacDonnall, I sssume that was Six Haclonnalle=--

who was Johnson and how was the drop llek uged in your gama?
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MR. FUNK: 5ix MacDonnell dons meost of our drop iicking--iho was quarter-
back and Johnson, also, kicked drop kickse-it wase- wa could-- it was
in poal diztance=-why & drop kick counted twe peints if it went be=

twaan the bars.

Mi. BARBASH: ¥, Funl, the naxt rame I ran across Was reported in the
Reflector of November 12, 15910, in which Abilans beat Selina 1B-0--
now the newspapsr sadd that Sdx MacDonnell opened up Salins with passes
snd with the so called "Spread Bagle" offense--1 wonder if you could
tell us whether the pass was used very such as an offensive weapon in

those dsys and, also, what was the “"Spread Eagle" offense?

MR. FUNK: The forward pass wasn't used very pucheeit waa a straight
out pass from the side and it worked pretty good=--Salina most alwaya
beat us,they had a bigger school and they had a coach That was pald

to work with them &ll the Sime.
M. BARBASH: How, Mr. Funk, was the pass thrown forward or to the side?
HR. FUNK: Most always to the sidese-wons side or the other.

MR, BARBASH: ¥r. Fumk, do you remamber snough about the "Spread Bapgis®,

a8 the newspapar described 1t, to tell us what it waa?

MR, FUNK: They spread halves out probably 10 feet and then they opened

for a pasa either way.
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MR. BARBASH: Mr. Funk, the newspaper sald that Hoffman and Ike were
the stara and that Merrifield made a long run--gould yeu tell somathing
sbout Ike's playing in that gams becauses this is the one that he's

gokten the most publicity ford
MR. FUNK: I don't Just remember about that play.

MRt.DARBASH: Mr. Funk, coming back now to the Chronlelse-the Chreonicle
fer Hovember 5, writes up the game with Enterpripe and it said that

Theipht Efasnhowsr ran 25 yards for 8 touchdown e=-I wonder if you could
clear this up for um $a Yight of nur‘ﬁatanant. before that you didn't
believe that Abilens played Enterprise because Enterprise dld not have

g tesm of hiph scheol baya?

MR, FUNK: Well, I don't remember and I playad every pame thst year

that the high school playsd.

MR, BARRASHt1 Mr. Puni, did Eisenhower ever play the backfield when

you played with him that yoar?
MR, FUNK: ¥o, he didn't.

MR, BARDASH: How, Mr. Funk, the next gamo that the Chroniele writes
up 1s Mevember 11, which is once again the Abilene-Salina gams and
he , elso, says that, the writeup says that Eisanhower mzde soms good

line buckse---did he play the baek field in the Salina game?
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¥R, FUMK: Mot that I remembar.

¥R, BARBASH: The November 25th Chronicle writes about the pama with
Fuszell in which Abilens was defeated--thers was no score and, also,

the Chronicle sald that 1f=-that Abllane was in the lead for the Cemtral
¥anazs League Championmnip pricr to the Ruseell game-=I wender 1f you
san remember what tha score was and if you can give us Same TeASONS

why Abilers was defeated at Russall?

MR, FUHK: As I remember it was about 12-0 and we figurad that we had

played the city team.

Mi., BARBLSH: Do you mean that soms of the boys locksd lilke they were

much older that hirh school boys?

MR. FUNE: They sure did. We were-—-stayed 211 night with students
ant the next morning when we went out an the Tiplde=1t looked 1ike men

we wore playing agsinst.
MR, HARBASY: Did Abilene win the Central Kansas League Champlonship?
MR. FUHE: Yes, thay cld that ysar.

M. FARBASH: Did vou have a poed time after the pame, Hr. Funk?
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¥R. FUNK: Yes, they tried to show us a good Lime but we was kinda
dowrneartsd. Thay had & banquat and a dance for ua, treated us awful

nice=-we didn*t take it That way.

MR, BARBASH: Mr. Funk, thers iz noe more pame montionsd in Kenmsth
Lavig's book, Soldier of Democcracy, that is not memtioned in the nawe-
papers and that is the gpama with St. Johns Military Academy. Could you,
plsass, give us some information on thate-that ils, if you can remember

the poors and vhot sort of pames it wasd

MR, FiEK: I eouldn't remember the score on this particular ramé=sue
played than eson year but T don't remesber the &20Te.

Wi, FAREASH? ir. Funk, I'd like to insert this question now because I
didn't nak 1t in ths bogloning, but I wonder 1 you would tell us
whnt poaition you pleyed on the feotball team and, alse, what part

of town you lived in in ablliene at the time?

MR, PiiX: T lived in the country two miles frem town and drova to

town to school and I played tackle on the team for four years beginning
as Freshman and Tke played the other tackle—I was-—at that time I
weiphed about 220 pounds and I could, alse, kick the football pretty

good, to that helped cuite a little on my being on the Leam,
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MR. SASBASH: ¥r. fumk, In lster years thers a lot of newspaper artlelss
and magasine articles about Ouneral Edssnhower's tunper-—that is, it
was==he got hot in a hurry and he pooled off just as fasht but he

could get pretiy cxeited and angey ab ¢ impse=I wonder if this was

svidant when ha played footballs
HRe FHET He wap & good serapper on the fleld as well as othar times.

MR. BAREASH: Mr, Funk, when the [ootball season ended, did you have
ary occasion to pal sround with Fisenhower or did you go your ssparate
waya?

MR, FUMK: Wall, I never gol to pal with Ike very much aftarvards be-
eruse he went to West Point shortly after ne got out of schools

MR. BARBASH: Mr, Funk, did you ever mes Eisen:ower again after he left
Abilsne==that is, let us say rouphly from the time he want to Weat
Point t411 he became fimous in 19417

MP, FUHE: Oh, not too oftenghe cams back two different times that I
geon him. So was back oftensr than that but I only met him about

twlcs alfter he got In the Army.
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Hf, BARBASH: Do you remember what the occaslona were that you met

him when He oame back?

MR, FUNK: Well, he case back to cees the family and T met him and that

was about the only time.

MR. BARBASH: [Md vou mest hi= at all when he came back during tha War
or immediately after the War in 13457

MH, FUNK: Yes, I met hin on two different occasions after he come back

to run for President and aiter he'd been elactod President.

ME, HAREASH: 4d you meet hiz at the homscouing in 15457

Hit. TUHKE: Tes.

MR, BARBASH:In 1952, when Eisenhcwser came back to start his campeimn
for the prasidency, Mr. Funk, did you have occasion Lo attend the party
that was held for Eigenhowsr and I wonder 17 you can describa o= relate
any conversation or ingident that you had at that tioe with him?

MR. FURK: Anything of Limportancs?
Mi., [ARBASH: [id vou see him at all at elther of the politicdl convantions

or the !napurationa?

H-HI FT-HE‘ [':n-'

AT N N A B
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