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Feneral of the jirmy Dwight Elsenhower

This occagion, as I waderstand it, represents the forcs] Jsunchinge of
the naptionsl campaign of the United Jewich Appeml. The fact that you have
sat for youraelf the stupendous goal of $170,000,000, an objective umparallelsd
in the anngls of privete relief and humenitarian endeaver, is scirons tostizony
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to your understanding and generasity. ,f.
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Therefore the problem which faces you todmy ie one in which sll Americans

Humani tarianism iz the common link that bimds sll Americane togethers

have o deep concern. As great as is our love of fraedom, equally gre=t is

the Amerlean fecling of compagsion for thoge in digtress wherevsr they

meyr be. Throughout our history we heve besn drawn to those whe need our

help in avery cornar of the world, Whenever trarady $r dAizssster has

ptruck the imerican pecple haz promptly ani gedersusly axtenfed its hend

| of mercy and help.
e
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Turing the past decade our lcinghip with the vieting of mipery and

oppression hos besn sharpened. We were keenly made awerd of the underlylng

injusiloe of racial and religions persecution, e hed trazic and horrifying
evidence of the threat i{ represented fo cur own institutions of human

}g fresdom and demooracy. It is to the everlasting credlt of thia great nation

that while we were engszed in winning ths war we alao plamned and labored
for the winning of the peace. It is this historic endesvor that continues
to confront us today., And thic meeting might well be congidared a naace
885g10n —— o gesoion dedicated to assuring pesce to the oppresced and

nomeless emong the surviving Jewish population of Zurope.

There sre some people who hove not yet emerged from the nightmare of

“ppreasion under the Hitler regime. In this group the Jews are perhaps
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the gaddect example of the problem of suffering humanity in the post-war
world. I shall never forget my first visit to & concentration camp in
Germany in the hour of Allied viciory in Europe. Much hos been written

of the inhumzn and bestisl treatzment mebed ont Ty the Heziz to the Jews and
others mariked for persdcution. It represents a dark chapter in modern
history. It is = chapter that we can perhaps in some small way halp erase

through the type of humenitarian endeavor that is carried on under tha banner
lr.l.- 1 -I--'
of the United Jewigh Appeal, / A
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The incredible methofs of torture snd ourder that were invented by '~

the enemy So destroy imnocent men, women and children are hagpily = thine of
the past. Yet as I stand before you todsy I conmot help seeing before me
the horrible nightmere of the desth camps and the pitifuwl, broken bodles of
the relatively small fraction of swrvivors liberated by our fishting forces,
When cur armies marched inte those centers of hum=n destruction, we wars
stunned by the sights and =mells of death snd livinz death. Hen who stolidly
faced every emergency and risk of war were shattered phyeically by this
gruelling face-to-Taece meeting with horror and suffarines.

We lnew then as we know now that it wap our responaibility as Americans
and a8 huzman belngs to gove the vietims who had been reduced to living skeletons.
I% is not neceassary fo repeat here the measures thet wers talen oy the American
arny o help them. It is & souwrce of pride to me thet T wes abile to participate
in the eztablishment of the firat assembly center for the homeless survivors
of the concentration camps in Sermany. It is algo, I am sure, a source of
satlefaction to all of you that the Americen army has recognized ite continuing
responsibility in providing basic meintenance and chelter for the Hapny thoussnds
who rempin in displaced persons camps and centers in the Ameriean gonp of

cecupetion,

Secauge of my personal kmowledge of the situntion overssas I feel that T
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have the right not merely to endorse tut te urge your most genersus seooort of
the 1%47 eempoigzn of the Undited Jewish Appesl. The fact that the Jews of this
nation have Jolned together in one graet offort to save and retmild the lives

of thelr fellow-Jews represents a splendid demonstration of unity. It commends
to the entire imerican people the speclial significence and compelling force

of this sspeal. Al Americans must be impressed by the scope of your endeavors
in btringing relief and rehebilitztion assistance on = large aeale to those in
distress, in finding homes for the homeless and in restoring nuuntlegg_ibagganig
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to productive life. | A

It is my esrnest hope that this compaigh will have the active in%a:pﬁy'éhd
support of every American., Its work of mercy and healing constitutes an pli-
embracing progrem of human reconsiruction that goez to the heort of the problem
of post-uar rehebilitation. HRegardless of the suffering and privation which the
gurvivors endw'ed under the Nazis, they represeat fine human material for the
tagk of ereating & new world for ths good of pll manidnd, Iet us not forget that
many of these same refugess were among the herolc flghters in the uwnderground
ermies in occupled territory. Others fousght courszecusly in the partigan forceg
beitind the enemy's lines. And hunireds of thousands of Jeus gave a good geeoount
of themselves in the Americpn srmy and every other army of the Allies, Azong
them were many who had escaped from the clutches of thair ODpPTessor.

The wounds of war and the scarg of gppression have not yet fully hesled,

It iz our duty to hosten the end of sufferinsg that has coms in the walka of mesg
destruction of life. In undertaking = compeirn of such great proportions through
the Tnited Jewish Appe=l, the Jews of this country heve demongtretad n kean
awareness of the wity =nd kinship that mmst be the fomdstions of the post=war
world, In the mesnitude of this unferialdng you heve served to sive dremctic
emphasic to thisz underlying prineiple and brought before the American people

a8 & whole the vital necessity for grester cooperetion and brotherhood among the




maonles of the world,

Zrom my own obaervations in Burope I Mmow that you howve schieved much
in the past foward the alleviation of the plight of the oppressed and the
homaless. This year you'face an oven grester challenge bocause tha asiimstion
overseas dewmends not only emergency ald in the form of relief, food, clothing
and shelter, Circumstances reguire that you undertzlte alsp to lay fﬁé T%“ﬂ
Toundations for the resettlsment of the homeless and for the rehahi}it:tiqé
of the sick, the srphaned, and the needy. That part of the war for ffééanm
has not yet been won. And delsy or lpck of resources may defeat the valiant
eflorte of thepe human beings to achleve their just share of our common vietory,

".tr'/ \ Wo group more then the JE%(E] ecple has demongtrated that pencrosity

n 1T
“—can hring great spiritwal rewards.| Gensrosity has never impoverizhed amrono.

On the centrary, 1t hes grestly enriched the lives of all thozo who have

practiced 1%, And I am sure thet Americanc are thankful that they ere in a
poeition o glve rather than to receive. None of us cen fully enjoy the
blessinzs of this grest demgoracy without shering them with those less

fortunate than ﬂuraal?uﬂ.jln going Torward with thia yearls campaipn to raige

H170,000,000 for the United Jewiph Appesl, you sre setting for yourself an

objective vhich embodies the higheat form of humen compassion gnd brotherly

nelo.
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