Date t 21 July 1945

Place ¢ CC PRE # 32, “ASHCAN®
Interviewer 3 Hajor Keaneth W, HBECHLER
Interrogator ¢ Geptain Herbert R, SENSENIG

I. LSASION OF NPRWANDY

Q.t Did you sntioipste that we would lend in NORMANDE?

A. The FUEHRER e pected an invasion either in BRITTANY or in the ares =long
the beaches Bast of the COTENTIN Peninsula, Our fortifieatlions there wore
not as stroug 55 in the Pan de CALALS Area. We did not snticipate sn in-
vasion in the BORDEAUX or Pas de CALALE Area st Tirst.

Q.t Wers you sstisfied with the besen fortificstions which you hed compleoted
slong the NORMANDY Coset? Wus there a dete vot for completing thesm b0
your satisfaction?

A, Of course wa hed fortifications slong the NORMAHDY Coast, bub thare wss
no definite date set for their completion. We just kept on bulldigg ==
conditions permitted. Our msin trouble wmas with transporteticn. The
chief difficulty was inability to bring in snough cemnent.

Qet What else led you to belleve that the landing might be wede in NURNDIZ

Aot The Navy believed thet landing conditlons there wers much better hoonuse
the ares was protscted from storms asnd westerly winds.

Qst Did yu expect = second invasion elsewhore? ;

At Wo expected a second imvasion - that is we held © cecond lavesion pﬂl—l
sible. That is why we kept our Fifteeath Army so loag in that area, oven
though we considered our defemses sdequately strong. Fe had 400 =m guns
to protect us., I might add thet I 2m of the oplnlon that we kept it Lhere
too long.
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Fere you sble to move reserves to the lnvacsion arsa culekly anought

It was only after the third day that reserves were made available in

the imvesion ares.

How much did our parstroopera figure in the suecess of the invasion?

I believe that you would not have besan succos=ful with your imracion
had gou not employed ,arstroopers. “hey were n big surprise to us,
They captured = serles of stroagpoints without wmuch opposition.

Did they hurt communications wery much?

The offsctiveness of the paratroopers was of coursa enhanc 4 by our
difficulties in notifying these warious stroagpointr of paratroop
landings. '

How effective was your intelligsnce in spotting our setivities slong
the English cosst prior to the invasion?

M.m-rlugm knew exactly whers you had your equlpment etored slong
the Boglish Coast. Our VARADO 234" Reconnaissange Plenes sade numerous
flights and photosraphed the entire urea.

Do you elso know that we had artificlal ports, cod 4id you know that
we wers sble to land troops and supplles as gulckly as we did?

Pe saw elso those pesoullar items of squlpment which we thought would
be used to bulld artifieial ports, snd we held you were quite capuble
of bringing in tredps snd msterisl juickly, (NOTE: I am dubious Trom
mm;ul; roaction that he reelly knew anything about the srtificial
ports). ; ;

Phich checked your LUFTVAFFE the most over the beachess

1. Anti-iireraft FLAK Pire, or
2, our sir cover?

A% that time cur air forece war 28 weak sz could be imegined, lour
anti-sireraft didn't bother us too wueh, only your fighters (sopecially
dhring the day). We eore much more succesnful with our nlsht sttecks,

/Bhat dlfficalties ctood..
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Qet TWhat difficulties stood in the way of sueccessful performence by the
LUFTWATFE over the heaches?

Aot Although we brought in additiomel fighter plancs from withia GERVANY,
our ground installations in FRANCE were very heavily sttacked. Alnost
gll of our air flelds were destroyed., Our planes had to land on met-
dows, in fields, From time to tlse I had thought over ths idea of com-
aisting all ocur Plghter-aireraft sgainst you to stop the invssion,

This would heve given us one “ig ndvantege; we could have offered mush
stronger resistance. Sut i1t had much stronger disedvantages. Flrst, we
did not know the exact date of the invesion. Thersfors, I would have been
eompelled to shift sll of those planes from GERMANY during day. Hsd this
been dons, then the German and the American air foreec would havs ongsged
in many battles, Since the Americsm air fores wes superlor, LT these
bettles had taken plice, then my air force would have Leen completaly
sxhausted by the time the lnvesion actually tock plses, Sacond, our sip
faoree ground crews were not adequate enough o sustuln all these 'l hiars,
Sinee our fighter planes did not have too grest a radius, it wan neeessary
to eonoentrate most of owr air flelds close to the eonst, Thet, ia turn,
made it possible for the American sir force to destroy our =ir fislde
more quieckly. ZIhird, GEREANY wo 1d have been fully stripped of "l hter
plsnes., Since alr attecks were belng cortinunlly made on CERUANY, both
bofore and =fter the invasion, such & move would have mede GERMANY com-
plietely defenseless in that srea. The third reuson was the deciding fuo-
tor not to commit sll the Tighters we had to ropal the love:ion,

et Whan you knew of cur troop =nd ship bulld-up for the invasion, »hy didn't
you bomb the coast of ENGLAND more heavily in the days prior the invesion?

As? Acbuzlly we had much less trouble committing our bomber suusdrens, a= they
could be more essily distributed among the verious flelds in CEUANY, I
for one wanted to comait thene bombors= sgeinst the English Coast. But the
FUEHRER was sdamant; for ressons of domestic politics he insisted upon
continuing those damned revenge raids on the city of LONDON. We had reports
fros our British agents that overyBody in BRITAIN was heppy that we kept on
concentreting on LONDON instead of directing our sttention to the Southern
Coast of ND, where you were building up your forees for the eoming
invesion. addition to the lmportance of the target, I should heve wuch
rather had my plenes fly over the Southern Coast then to be subjected to
the great losees which we suffered 'wer strongly-de®snded LONDOX,
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