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SCOPE AND CONTENT NOTE 
 
 
This collection consists of bound volumes of the public statements of officials of the Department 
of Defense. The volumes are arranged by name of official, years and date which statement was 
made. The collection is divided into five series, each one generally consisting of photocopied 
speeches, press conference transcripts, press releases, testimonies before Congress, media 
interviews, and other public statements bound into volumes. 
 
SERIES ONE consists of fourteen volumes of the “Public Statements of Secretary of Defense 
[Charles E.] Wilson” covering the period from 1953 to 1957. Subjects includes the Defense 
Department in general; NATO; Mutual Security; offshore procurements; military technology; 
specific crises such as Korea and the Middle East; the President’s Advisory Committee on 
Government Organization (Rockefeller’s Committee); defense appropriations; specific 
legislation such as the Doctor Draft Act Amendments; pro-Republican Party and Administration 
speeches; unification of the armed forces; and other matters. 
 
SERIES TWO consists of seven volumes of the “Public Statements of Secretary of Defense 
[Neil] McElroy” and covers the period from 1957 to 1959. It includes the same general topics as 
Series one with the addition of testimony on the Mutual Security Act of 1959. 
 
SERIES THREE consists of three volumes of the “Public Statements of Secretary of Defense 
[Thomas S. Jr.] Gates” covering the period from 1959 to 1961. Additional subjects in this series 
are Gates’ statements and testimony before Congressional Sub Committees and an address at the 
launching of the Theodore Roosevelt while he was Deputy Secretary of Defense, July-Oct., 
1959; holiday greetings from the Secretary to armed forces personnel; statement upon signing 
the Memorandum of Understanding for conservation of fish and wildlife on military installations 
(July 11, 1960); and his letter of resignation (Jan. 4, 1961). 
 
SERIES FOUR consists of three volumes of the “Public Statements of Deputy Secretary of 
Defense [Donald A.] Quarles,” 1957 to 1959. Additional subjects in this series include satellite 
and missile programs; the Mutual Security Act of 1957; appropriations; reorganization of the 
Defense Department; testimony on the renewal of the Trade Agreements Act; and on the national 
Aeronautics and Space Act; and other matters. 
 
SERIES FIVE consists of one volume of the “Public Statements of General [Nathan F.] Twining, 
Chairman, JCS” [Joint Chiefs of Staff] covering the period from 1957 to 1960. Additional 
subjects in this series include his swearing-in statement; military assistance programs; military 
posture; airlift for ground forces; the Mutual Security Program; the defense budget; 
reorganization of the Defense Department; increasing military pay; foreign policy in general; the 
organization and function of the Joint Chiefs of Staff; and other matters. 



CONTAINER LIST 
 
Volumes 
 
Public Statements of Secretary of Defense Wilson, 1953 Volumes I-III 
 
Public Statements of Secretary of Defense Wilson, 1954 Volumes I-IV 
 
Public Statements of Secretary of Defense Wilson, 1955 Volumes I-II 
 
Public Statements of Secretary of Defense Wilson, 1956 Volumes I-III 
 
Public Statements of Secretary of Defense Wilson, 1957 Volumes I-II 
 
Public Statements of Secretary of Defense McElroy, 1957-1958 Volumes I-IV 
 
Public Statements of Secretary of Defense McElroy, 1959 Volumes I-III 
 
Public Statements of Secretary of Defense Gates, 1959-1961 Volumes I-III 
 
Public Statements of Secretary of Defense Quarles, 1957-1959 Volumes I-III 
 
Public Statements of General Twining, Chairman, JCS 1957-1960 
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