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This interview is being taped with Mr. George C. Kinnear who
was Republican State Chairman, state of Washington, in the
1956 election campaign. The interviewer is Dr. Maclyn Burg
of the Eisenhower Library. Interview being conducted April
24, 1972, and the interview is taking place in Mr. Kinnear's
office in Dlympia, wWashington.

OR. BPURG: Mr. Rinnear, could you start by just giving us a
little kit about your own personal background; where You wera
born and your education and something sbout your career up to

19567

MR. KINNEAR: Well, I was born and raised in Sesttle, Wash-
ington, attended the University of Washington where I received
&n A.B. and subsequently an L.L.D. degree in 1931 and ‘34

respectively.

DR. DURG: @Good years for coming out of an institution.

MR. KINNEAR: Then I practiced law in Seattle from then on
down to 1965 when I ceme to Olympia with Governor [Daniel J.]

Evane as a part of his cabinet.

DR. BURG: what was your war service, may I ask?

MR. KINNEAR: Well, I was in the NMavy. I was a reserve called
to duty in May of 1941 through the spring of '46, leaving
active service as a commander, subsequently retiring as a

captain. My political experience began in 1938. I was elected
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to the state legislatura, commencing with the 1939 seasion.
BEURG: And what district slected you, sir?

KINWNERR: That waa the 36th diestrict, Queen Anne Hill. As a
matter of interest, you can probably take it out of the record,
I wae the first and only wmember of a father 2nd son team to

sarve together, my father being from another district in

;{T"“hx
r’,;." & h
[~ ot
BURG: I sea., I hedn't known that. i }
“izyy 18

Beatile,

KINNEAR: Dad had been in for a mumber of years. I was re-
alected again the following election and then went inte the
Havy which cut my experience there, Afiter the war I took up
Bgain and was re-slected to the same distriect, this is in the
House in 1246 to the '47 session. I'm talking about biennial
eessiona, '47 to '49 messiona. 1In tha '41, '47, and '49 ses-
slons I was the Republican floor leader in the House., I was
the majority leader in '47 and also Chairmen of the Joint
Steering Committee that on a coalition basie guided both
houses of the legislature in oppositieon to Governor [Monrad C.]
Wallgren; who was then Democratie Governor. Wall, that's about

it until I became state chairman in early 1952 and remained in
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that position through the '556 election inteo '57,

EURG: A&All right, we'll come back to that in a moment. Let
me ask you, was your ilnitiasl political exparience with Governor

Arthur B. Langlie when you were in the legislature?

FINNEAR: Yes, When I first went in, Governor Clarence Martin,
@ Damocrat, wae governor, Then I was cne of the advisory group
to then Mavor Langlie (Seattle) in his campaign for governor.
We selected his campaign chairmen mnd consulted with hiem on
strategy and issues. T served with him, mv first time as

majority leader, in his initial legislative mession.

BURG: Bo you were one of those who persuaded the governor to

run for affica? .-- ro
FIGNEAER: Ye=s. iy 5

BURGE: May I ask you to speak to Governor Langlis--his char-
acteristics, how you viewed him, how you would estimate his

importance in state politiecs?

EINNEAR: Well, Govarnor Langlie came [(nto politics originmally

in the Seattla city council and then Lecame mayor, as the
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record would show, in a reform effort. I don't like to use

the word “"reform" as such, sinece this was not a purifving of
government. It was an effort of younger men organized into

what was then called "Cincinnatus" to upgrade and improve
government, improve the guality of government. It was directed
at improved efficiency rather than clean government versus crime.
He proved to be an outstanding mayvor and he gained statewide
support although Seattle mayors and Seattle politicians

ware previously subject to severs dislike throughout the rest

of the state of Washington with the big city against the state.

BEURG: We might point out the big city in the state of S

Washington, [ 3

KINNEAR: At that time, yes, it stood out materially above

all other urban centers. But he had gained stature parti-
cularly in developments of, well, it was really a political
power battle with the Teamsters Union (which was than Dava EBeck)
in the state of Waghington and Seattle. He was a man of

great courage, a man highly dedicated, not only in prineciple
but a hard worker; a student of whatever problem he

was faced with. He had a high religious influence in hia
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motivation which aleo provided thia character in his dedica-
tion but also, as time went on past hiz firat session and in
the future years, was a limitation, particularly in his

relations to his own friends both in and outside the legis-

lature.
BORG: Would thet include you too, Mr. Kinnear?

KINNEAR: Yes, ves, it did. Escause he reasched a point where
his decisions--made alone--would become unquestionably right
as far as the sense that ha felt and expressed on some occcasion

that he'd bean given the word, and nobody could sway him.

BURG: A higher word than the national Republican orgeniza-

tion.
KINWERR: That's right, .

BURG: What denomination supported this belief of his, this

religious strength of his, do you recsll?

KINMHEAR: I don't recall. It's my impreseion that it wag &
major protestant church, not any small offbeat group. It was
Just his own personal reaction and the way he was totally

influencad.
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BURG: Now, Mr. Kinnear, since wa're on this particular iseue,
and I've heard this elsewhere, did it seem to yeou that uwlti-

mately this religious domination of his thinking, this right-
ness, this rectitude that he diaplayed, got out of control in

the sense that ha was affected hy it, or was it merely & case

of hampering things he might have done? A

KINNEARR: HNo. I think it just hamperad his brnﬂdﬂiiﬁ%ument.
By that I mean politically in terms of what ie right or wrona,
not & matter of ethics. Hise broad judgement wapm sound. It
was when it came down to--well, for example, in my last ses-
sion, one reason I had to ge=t out was bhecause I did not want
to publicly aplit. There was an issue of an income tax for
additional funds; the Republican legislators were generally
opposed to it. And I had urged him [Langlie] not toe use an
incoms tax in preference to others. He made a promise, not
just to me but to the Steering Committee of four or five
legiglators, that he would not introduce any kind of lagis-
lation unless he had conferred with the legislative leader-
shipr; this was the House leadership. He subsegquently decdided

that he had to introduce an incoms tax bill, Peolitically he

had a right to his opinions against mine, but he introduced
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it in the Senate suddenly after my having told the House caucus,
with the knowledge of these three of four other House leaders,
that we had a promise that it would not be introduced unless

wa had been consulted. This, for example, created a very
eavere crisisg within the House caucus. As a matter of fact,
they met first of all to challenge me as to what I really had
said, and then frankly voted unanimously to oppose the gnvernor's
ta¥ money. And this all happened 4ust bhano, bsng, bzng, and

of course it cremted m gevere crisiz at the moment which could
have been avoided if he'd keen willing to carry out his orig-
inal agreemant. How I don't for a minute think that he had

any aange of double-crossing, and he was sharply critical of
tha House for doing this and not following when he had =

meeting with them subsequently, 0DOut this cusntity of reli-

S

gions influsnce created a blind spot. & =

BURG: Now when you talked with him about this later, what
was his response to I'm sure your impassioned, "wWhat are yon

doing to us?"

VINMEAR: This of course ghould not be publie racord for the

moment. But the sntire House caucus went down, 1 recuested
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that they be there, and he procesded to condemn the leader-
ship, which is myself, the assistant leader, and the whip,
for permitting the House caucus to go off this way. This
wan seccnd sction in my mind lnvolving his blind spot on how
to deal with people, not me but this whole group. And I was
left no choice but to ehallenge the fact that he had made »a
promise and not kept it in front of them all. It was eithex
thaet or I loast my leadership, which I don't say perscnally,
but that would becoms 3 public matter that there was some-
thing going wrong. As it was, wa did keep this fight from
the press and from the publie. It never got ocut. Bat it
had to be a direct confrontation, and I had to make this

charge as to his conduct in front of the full caucus.

BURG: Wasa he surprised at your reaction? Had he forgotten
If

shout his promise to you?

EINNEAR: Well he did not deny it. No, he unuuingry. He was

just angry at the fact that the caucus wae opposed to it,

BURG: Who was your assistant at tha time and the whip at

that timoe?
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EKINNEAR: Kim Ccomfort of Tacoma, who is now dead, was the
aggistant, and the whip was Perry Woodall. We didn't call him
whip. I've forgotten but it was that type of thing--psrhaps

aspistant floor leader. He is now in the state Sanate.

BURG: Now yvou would not desceribe what Governor Langlie dis-
played ag a fanaticism-—that would be far too strong a term

to degecribe the condition that pravailed? f

‘¢
[

—

EINNEAR: Yas, Well, I'll give you another axﬁmpiﬂ which
doesn't have the political ovartones that I'm mentioning or
that I wae involved in s another politiecal flgure. I want
to point out again, thie is not defensive—-I'm just trying
to degscribes the situstion as far as any persornsl ambltions
were involved--I stepped oot of politice o that I would not
be involved in an open fight with him. I new I couldn't go
back and have this carry on without it coming out and be
honest with myself. Wall, I remnember & coupls of instances
that happened like this and in one only I can speclfy—it'se
elear in my mind. Ee had askod a group of the leading
businessmen in the state, mainly Seattle, but highly res-
pected community leaders who he was working with, it was

hig invitation, to discuss the subject and I think that it
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wag this same tax that we've been talking about, I'm not sure.
It could have bean workmen's compensation or one of thea othear

taxas,

BEURG: What would the year bhe, Mr. Kinnear? I 5

S
L

KINNEAR: Well, thie was in the '49 sesslon; the July session

I wae in.

BURG: 8o both the 2vents, the one you just described and

this one, are ‘4% approximately?

KINREAR: Yasa. And he asked them to come down and give their
ideas and opinions and reactions to his administrative pro-
posal. They started gut to talk, it was ten or fifteen minutes,
but the key point is that he finally cut them off inztead of
hearing tham. Remembar, ha'd asked them in. He cut them off
and made & statement which I can't cuote, I mean word for

word, but it in 2ffect gsaid that he had been in contemplation
on this that morning and had become convinced (I'm using
general words on purpose because I don't want to overstats

it)., He left the impression with them, now this was dis-

cuseed in sort of awe afterward, that he had the message that



George C. Kinnear, 4-24-72 Paga 11

his position was rights he didn't want to take any more time
on it. How this was obviously, I would say, the poorest
politice. The very least he could have done wes to have eat
through and listen=ed to them and then said, "wWell, thsnk you,
gentlemeny I*ll consider it," and tell them, "No," the next
day. It was obviously, when I say poor politics, harmful to
himself because he antagonized these men by not listening to

them. Yet he 8id poagess & good politicsl sensitivity usually.

BURG: And, as you say, they discussed this with awe after-
wards. The man had obviously-- e
"-.I

EINNERR: They couldn't believe that he would. PBut it's the
principle itself--whether you agreed with him or disagreed
with him. It was not a2 principle involving some peculiar cor
odd or fsnatical Aecision. It was something like a choice of
taxes or & choice of the workmens' compensaticn plan, which-
evar it was. It was just & question of degree of soundness
of judgement. His actions, his decisions, as I say, could be
disagreed with, but they couldn't ke called peculiar, odd,

impozsibla.
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BURG: He sought tha guidance of God then in making decisions,
and, in his own mind at mny rate, he felt he had received

gome answearsa,

KINHEAR: The reascon he took this action was his complets
conviction that he did have a scurce of judgment and strength
of judgment that the others didn't have., And it was o chviocus
to him that he, I guess, couldn't onderstand why others wouldn't

sas 1t too,

BURG: And no thought in his mind avidently, Mr. Kinnear,
that you too might talk to God in those guist moments in the

night snd might get some snswers yourself.
KINNBAR: Wo. W

BURG: He just never saw that. Well, it's good to have this

opinion of yours.

KINMNEAR: It was a serious waaknass in a man who had out-

stending ability beyond doubt.

BMRG: What happaned to you then wae that you finally found

that the balancs between his supsrior abilities and this other
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Quality he possessed became something you could not live with?

KINNEAR: It wesn't a matter of my disagreeing with him on an
lgsue; that's always going to happen in any organization. But
it was a matter that his method of applying it was, like this
oneé instance, when it threatened my being a leader or my
ability to serve in leadership to 2 polnt where I felt that
my value was being wiped out. If somebody eime could accept

this chair, then they had to move into it.
BURG: So hie actions were impolitic in your estimation?
KINNEAR: Very poor.

BURG: Now with that in mind, because I think perhaps we'll
refer to it later on, when you came out of World War II and
returned to the state of Washington, had you at that time

any knowledge of Dwight Eisenhower or Eisenhower's potential

candidacy? o
KINNEAR: Bo. S

BURG: When can you recollect was the first time that you

encoantered the possibility that Eisenhower might run: that
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thie might be a man with whom vou would be working to achisve

the elaction? There was sn 2lection in ‘48, for exampls.

FKINNEAR: Well, the first I began to learn of it at all was
through the public channels, the presa and the like, and the
afforte of, I've forgotten who now, I think Henry Cabot ILodge
was one of the first of the group that went over and cslled
on the General wvhen he was in Burope. In NATD, I balileve,
wasn't it? And anyway they were e¢alling on him trying te Ixa.;,_l_;.
talk him into this. I was in the same wing of the party; it
wza not a divided segment but s winag in terms of viewpoint.

It was sorkt of a middls wing that had the highest respect for
Senator Tof: but wis conpletely econvineced that he would suffer,
which I sXpraessed at the time, in 8 canmpeign and if salected
would be seriocusly handicapped by the type of paople who were
key to his organization and would thersby, as with any Presi-
dent, become key in his govarnment organization, meaning the
extremists on the right wing which were much more extreme than
he ever was. At that point of time, my personal friends who

ware not active on the national level were more discouraged

than Enything else, and Eisenhower came on the scene gradonslly,

ae I say, through public activity. 1I've forgotten now how
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Art Langlie got into his picture.

EURG: Would we be discussing a period around '49, '5D, '517
Can you put a date to your feelings about this? You wars

yourself a state legislator at the time? You ware in '49.

FINNERR: Yes, I was. Well, my term ran through '50, we
didn't have a session in '50, but I went out of office on

January 1, of 'S5l.
BURG: MNow had you run agsin? o Y

ETHNEARR: Well, I wmade a wild astab in '50. The pn;HtHWaB=
either get into polities or out of it completely, not on a
part-time job like legislatura which just interferes with
your law practice, or get out and be a lawyer. I 'did make
an effort in 1950 to run for U. 5. Senate against Senator
[Warran G.] Magnuscn which failed utterly. My knowledge of
Eisenhower was slight, Having lost, incidentally, I stepped
out of pelitice. I had te settle down and begin to cons=oli-

date a legsl practice again,

PURG: How old a man were you, Mr., Kinnear, in 19507

KINNEAR: PForty. 8o my participation in the ZisenhowWer cam-
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paign development wag in the rear ranks. My only part as an
Eisenhower organization developer was in King County whera I
was just agked to sit in with them a=z an advisor. I had
become, at the age of forty, something of amn old hand. On
this basis and because of my floor leadership in the legis-
lature for a long pericd, I'd had to go out around the atate
more than an ordinary legislator from his district. And I
had very wide contacts and my efforte in the 1950 Senate race
consolidated my personal relations. I had very wide contackts
in 2ll segmeante of ths party, the Taft group as well as what
we called the liberal group which baecame the Eisenhower
organization. 8o I sat in with the EBEisenhower team in an
advisory capacity in their executive meetings; I was not out
in the state at all. I helped set up the precinct caucus
plans in King County which, the record will show, swung this
state for Bisenhower. The sweep of King County, with its
materizl numrber of delagates was the decisive factor in the

[ P
state convention. Y
|
| |
!

.\‘.__.. i '_-.
gy
BUORG: In this advisorship to them, this informal kind of

adwvisorship, who were the Eisenhower leaders at the time that

you were invited to consult with them?
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KINMNEAR: Well, it'm hard to ramember zll the key men in King
County and probably not in terms of relative influence
avarywhere, but the fellow that had major strength in Eing

County and became sort of a coordinator was Ray Moors, who

wase King County chairman.

EURG: HNow Moore, as I underastand it, had rather come out
Erom a rather obscure background. He had never been notor-

-

iovus in the senss that his name was well known. |

-, -

KINNEAR: BHo. We'd had & group of about thirty younger men,
this is a group that came out of the war, some of them were in
their late twenties up to my age; I was one of the older oneas.
We ware a very casual group who operated in different direc-
tione from the group of individuals, It didn't come out
publicly ms a club although we identified ourselves as the
Evergreen Repubilican Club and met frequently on a social basis
including our wives. And Ray Moore was on@ of that group: as
2 matter of fact; that was where I first met him. We ware

guite affactive, particularly in King County.
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BURG: MNow he was asked to he, as I understand it, King County

Chairman. Waes that job also offered to you sbout that time?

KINNEAR: No, I never was offered that, I don't think I

know I never would have taken it. My wife became vice-chairman

in that slection.

EURG: 5o Moore heads up the organization and is perhaps the

key man. Do vou remémber anv othar names of people who--

KINNEAR: Oh, well, Bill Howard. There's 5 guy to gat in
touch with if you want the tidbits of both of them. Howard
is 5 fellow who has turned out to be, and this is way off f.:
the record, a not too reputable attornay lobbyist. Pretty ﬁi;;ﬁ}.
mich of & wild man . Always a great political
finagler. And he knew how to play the game pretty rough and
tough to a degree which is not typlecal of polities up here.

And he was a field man; he was a fellow that did the dirty

work out in front, when it had to be done. When I say dirty

work I'm not talking about ecorruntion.

BURGZ: Lining up delegates and-—
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KINNEAR: Yes, When he came into the King County convention
with the decisive votes, it was nip and tuck. But in his
district he was the district leader, this was a district that
was supposed to be all Taft, and he took it and put a unit
rule through. And that's typical of his value and use. And

then he came in and decided the King County convantion.

EUR3: Sc he has always stayed clear of any difficulty with

the Washington State Bar, avidently.
£ 3
KINNEAR: Oh, vems. Oh, vas. _ =}

BURG: Put business athics that are guestionable to some

peopla?

EINNEAR: Well, ves. His legrl practice is suspect to begin
with, I don't ¥now all but it included gambling and horse

racing, & aumbar of smaller unions——
BURG: Pin-balle, slotae-=

KINNEAR: Pin-balls, yes. had their field, but

his legal practice is centered around that.
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BURG: He's been described to me as a diamond in the rough

by one person. Would you use a heavier term?

KINMNERR: I'll savy this, he and I have beer the closest of
friends, and he i=s bhitterly oppomed to the present governor.
I'm the only ope in the administration he'll come down and
talk to, and he, on 8 number of cccasions has given us advice
in terms of things that are golng cn--that he didn't like
someoné else worse than the governor. BSo I've had that kind
of friendship, and ours is arm's length. I can trust him a
hundred percent with me. He'll never pull anything on me.
But it's one of those unusual relaticne that you sometimes

gat invelved in.

BURG: Was he a U.W. [University of Washington) Law School

graduata?

KINNEAR: Yes, yee,

BURG: A younger man than yourself? |

s AL

KINNEAR: HNo, Bill is a murber of years older, He slid cthrough

school on 2 long-term basis., He was out and back in.



George C. Finnesaxr, 4-25-72 Page 21

EURG: 5o hers then we have Mpors gnd Eill Howard working on

thesa matterz. Do you remembery any othars that were of--

KINNEAR: Well, cne of the leaders that was very influential
statewide, extremely valuable, unifortunately is now dead, is
Joe Pearson, an ex-Navy officer, in college same time as I.
Jack Thomas was a younger man who was extremely capabla., His
btiginegs wars e a liguor sgent. You acguainted with that? In
a monopoly state sach company has to have a3 local agent ko

rapresent it before the board?
BURG: Yes.
KINNEAR: Only one customer but-—

PURG: Right.
\

g LR
i

KINNEAR: =—--and ha reprasented a number of Eﬂmpi:lt'llﬂg... He had
a very successful practice, but & younger man, eight years
younger than T am. We had some bettar people toco. These were
raal politicians--all voluntear . Well, Jansat
Tourtellotta, who bacame the national committeewoman was in

this group early.

BURG: She was associsted with the Eisenhower movement fairly

early in '52.
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KINNEAR: Yea. If T went back and saw a list, they'd come

to my mind., It doean't now.

BURG: Edith williams?

KINNEAR: Bdith williama was in there, yes.

EURGy What is her hushand's first name? Do you remember?
EINNEAR: Mike.

BURG: Not Andrew, is 1it?

KINNERR: Andrew, yes.

BURG: Ia it?

KINNEAR: Yes. |1 E

BuRG: I had Andrew and then got worried akout whether I was

right-

EINMEARR: He's known as Mike, but Mike doesn't suggest Andrew.
That's why I forget it myself. Yes, she wam in it early.

She, you know, is relation to Tegdy Roosavelt.



George €., Kinnear, 4-24-72 FPage 23

BURG: Yes, =0 I understand, granddaughter I think of Teddy

Roosevelt.
[Interruption while cassette is being changed]
BURG: Now I don't hear the name of R. Mort Frayn .

KINNEAR I don't remamber where Mort was in the original
organization. I mean in this campaign. I'm sure he was,

let's see-——

BURG: BEe was the Republican Chairman for the Stateof Wash-

ington?

KINNERR: He was State Chairman. Yes. of course
one fellow that was weorking in and cut of the state bug had
a great deal of influence in picking up votes in the state
was W. Walter willisms who became Secretary of Commerce you

know or Under-Secretary.
BURGs Under-secretary.

KIRNEAR: Yes.

ByRG: Now this is the man who headed up the Citigzens for

Eisenhower guapstional level?
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KINNEAR: Yes. And he came out and claimed a lot of credit
which he deserves. Put I've forgotten the details of it.
While having developed the plan of controlling the atate
through the precinct caucus route in the big county. He
participated with us, and when he saw how successful it was

. And he took the plan down to Texas from
washington from the experience, ves. He can give you the :

details, mention that to him.

BURG: Yes. On my next trip here, I am to talk with him too.

KINNEAR: I'll jump then; maybe we ought to come back. I
helped in my district lining up my precinct end my precinct
committesmens; that was my size. My wife became county vice-
chairman, not by election because she didn't want it, but the
woman resigned or died and Ray Moore asked her to come in as
vica-chzirman to serve out the election vear. She's no
politician but she knew the game pretty well, and so she
sarved. At the time of the King County Convention, I was not
a delegate. Well I muet have been a dalegate. But enyhow I

was on Navy duty in Portland for training duty &nd didn't
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plan to go, and my alternate would take care of my position
all right. HNo, pardon me, I was not a delegate; my wife was.
Yes, and sghe was Chairman of the Platform Committee. Moore
phoned me in Poritlond the first weak I was there sayving, "How
would you like to be temporary chairman?"®
At this point I was ouk of poslitica, and I didn't care,
and I said, "Well, can't you get somecone else?" =
He paid, "Mo, there isn't much to it=-just call tha =
meeting to order and have the keynote speech, and then you
drop out. George Powell is going to be permanent chairman."
Incidentally he was one of our group too. He is Janet Tour-
tellotte's brother. He'd been in the legislature with me, also.
So T said, "O.FK., I'll do it." And I accepted it. It
was a compliment, but T accepted 1%t mainly as being part of
the team, and they wanted to have scmebody of their own in
the position. 80 I flew up. I had parmission to l=ave,
actually AWOL, but tha Captain closed his eves for the
waskend, And I flew up to take the platform as temporary
chairman. The test votas in tha battle, like on Bill
Howard's district being seated whara there was a compating

delegation there, came up right away, and, as I say, I was
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completely unprepared. I had no strategy. This all just hit

me by surprise. I was in the chair until five o'clock.

BURG: BSo nobody contacted you on what maneuvering might

ocour?

KINHERR: Ho, no.

BURG: HNeither Ray Moore nor anyone el=e?

KINNEARR: Everybody afterwards charged that Bill Howard and

I had planned this thing. Had a sidelight which waa inter-
esting to me. When I left the platform for lunch bresk, recess,
about one, one-thirty, first time in my life my suit was

abgolutely dripping wet from perspiration, just black.

BURG: Interesting to hear. Whether that hall was hot or not,

it was hot where you were standing.

KINNEAR: Yes, it was. Well, the major problem in terms of
the state of Washington was we had this very closely divided
convention. An early test vote showed that the Eisenhower forces

would have it if Howard were seated with his district delegation.
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1 did have pretty extensive parliamantary experience and had
confidenca in myself that way, thank God. But I knew I had
to play it just as legally as could be or there was every
chance of a split followed by a separate convention and
increasing troubles in the party going on into the election.
Se my own team gave me hell in the middle of the aftermcon
both there and later on in Spokane at the state convention

becanse I was not moving faster im knouking down motions.

BURG: BAnd you were on tha Elsenhower team?

KINNEMR: Yes. HNot publicly. Sae I hadn't besn activae. Not

asoratly but not publiely.

BURG: As a private individual you were an BEisenhowar supporter.

KINNEAR: Yea. And so we came out of that with the Eisenhower
people winning the King County convention, and the Taft leaders
stating to the press that they thought it had been run fairly

which was the thing I was trying to achieva.

BURG: Among those Taft leaders, Judge [Charles H.] Paul?
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KINNEAR: Judge Paul and Stew Oles were the two. O0Olea was
really the floor leader. Paul was state chalrman but a very
fin® man, fine lawyer but rather slow thinker and not good

on his political influence.
BURG: Yes., And Oles would be Floyd Oles son, Stewart?
KIENERR: Yes.

BURG: Both men personal friends of yours? You know Judge

peul, and you knaw Oles?

KINMNEAR: Yen. g

BURG: And neither man held any rancor to vou that they ex-

prassed later on?

KINNEAR: Stewart, who was one of the floor leaders over at
sSpokene too, came to my office afterwards to congratulate me
and say that he thought that I had done a completely top-
flight job. And which was a great compliment because he is
a man who is given to deep bitterness. He's not at all easay

to oppose. No, we had good relaticns.
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BURG: So what you tried to do in the King County convention
was to hold things together and to handle these matters in
an impecable parliamentary way, letting things go as they
would. Your recollection is that you did not steer matters

toward your man but rather let the welght of--

KINNEAR: Well the steering came in a couple of basic deci-
siona like this one or the unit rule where I upheld them,

And it was accepted in the state at the time, and so I don't
have any embarrassment. I could have gone the other way and

sought to have the convention support the other declsion.

BUBG: Precedent in this state was not for the anit rule, if
I remember correctly. That had not been usually done in

Republican politics in this state. ol ®

"y
KINNEAR: Kot usually, but It had bean done, Fon™
BURG: Do you remember how you defended? Wes there an attack

at the moment when you defended the use of the unit rule? Do

you remember how you might have defended yourself?

KINNEAR: Well, my position, however I expressed it, was

gimple--that we were bound by the action of the district
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unless it were overruled by the convention, then I was bound
to accept it. But even though some of them in the distriect
opposed the unit rule, they did agree and admit publiecly on
the floor that there had been such a vota. I had to get
that on tha floor but fortunataly one of them did. I remem-
ber there was a couplé of instances whare I extended things
in order to get something on the floor rather than to act
from personal knowledge. GSo that there was an open record

of it, =sea.

BURG: You simply stayed up there walting for it to come off
the floor so that everyone might hear it, that it might be
entered into the record, and eventually that is what happened,
So the Taft people had no recourse there; they had allowed

this.

KINHERR: For instance there was a man came on the floor as
2 delegate, I've forgotten the grounds now, and he was in
Howard's district. And Howard challenged him saying,
"They're not properly there." I was concernead about
making a parsonal decision on Howard's statement as to

wheather it ghould come Ffrom the chair or should not have
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beon turned back to the credentials committes. And this
fellow jumped up in enger and admitted his position. He
said that by God, he was going to stay. He should hecause
Howard had mishendled a district canecuns. BSo I told the
Sergeant-at-arms to move him ocut on his admission. That was
the kind of detailn T utilized mnd got plenty with an order

to—

BURG: Seems to me, like Governor Langlie, you had God with

e

you that day, teo. L ™
- =

KINNEAR: Then the BEisenhower fellows when we got Ehrnnqh.

wanted me to btake over the state convention of course.

BURG: HNow was anyvthing said to vou again by Taft psople, by
Oles or by Paul, when it was bruited about that you were
probably going to be the chairman at the atate convention in

Spokane in *'527

KINNEAR: Mo, nothing personal., I was recognized at that
point ms being an Eimenhower man; so thay had their candidate
up, and the real test vote came. Then I was named parmanent

chairman.
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FURG: Of the King County conventlon?

KINNEAR: No, no, the state convention.

BURG: Of the state convention,

KINNEAR: Rather than temporary. Eee, when I left the county
convention, it was all over but rapping the gavel, really.
The permanent chairman had nothing left to do; all the

decipions had been mada,

BURG: Who was the parmanent?

W
-
el

KITHNEAR: George Powell, Mrs. Tourtellotte's brntha?. And

at the state convention the real test came on electing me as
chairman, Onca I wase in, thera waras a lot of motiona, but

the votes were there for the Eisenhowar foreces. And my prob-
lems there ware on these apecial motions. I remember there
wag one very clever one that really threw me. I had to recess
to talk to the parliamentarian, which I alwayse tried to aveoid
doing. But the Spokane delegation was leading the Taft forces,
and they had rented a hall a couple of blocks away and wera
all set to go and have a rump convention the minute that some-

thing heppened to give them cause, within reason. That was
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my fight thera--to not let that happen, to keep them.
BUR3: Who led that Spokane group? Is this Harlan Peyton?

KINNEAR: HNo. I think he was Eisenhower from the baginning.
Ne, Bill Howe, who had been the former county chairman and

very active over there, an older man, was the lsader.

BURG: And so he was set to act in this way to break away
his people to form probably a separate delegation to go to

the national convention.
KINNEAR: Yes, and challenge--a complete delegation. = »

BURG: And do you remember the issue at point that especially

worried you?

KINMEAR: Ho, I don't. I knew it was up, and they kept
throwing various motions. They challenged the unit rule. Of
course they challenged some seating in the beginming, but
that wae a credentials matter which was over with before the
permanent convention was formed. But the' challenged the unit
rule in voting those people because there wera Taft people

within King County. See, King County voted the unit there.
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BURG: Yes, & heavy number of ballots 28 a matter of fact

that thev--=

KINWEAR: Well, ves, King County had run, oh, thirty-five

thirty-eight percent of the state.

BURG: V¥Who was your parliamentarian, by the way? Do you

ramambar?

KINNEAR: Mrs. Utter, she's dead now.

BURG: U=ft—t—@=r,

HEINBEARR: Ye=.

BURBG: And &2 Seattls woman I believe,

KINHEARR: Yes,

=, =5
g s

BURG: And if I remember correctly, somebody described her

as being very good in her work.

KINNEAR: Very. She had given the parliamentary law classes

for sach legislature for, oh, I don't know, twenty, thirty

vaars maybe.
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BURG: So & woman who would probably be mcceptable to the
Taft forces too am someone just beyond challenge as far as

ability was concerned,
KINNERR: That's right.

PURG: Let me ask you this, were you sweating sgain at Spokane

or did this one go in a little easier fashion feor you? S

KINNEAR: §o, I wasn't, but I was prepared, that was the
major difference, It was just as difficult but I was pre-

pared for it.

BURG: I've heard some pecple in the Elsenhower camp say that
certain things were dons to see to it that the maximum physi-
cal discomfort occurred at the Spokane convention. It was in
a hot part of the state, In fact, I believe I've been told

that doors were closed so that the heat level would build ug,
and that by afternoon maximum discomfort was existing ard the
older Taft people, older Taft delegates, were so discomforted

they tended to go. Do you recollect it ss being that way?

KINNEAR: Well, let's say if anyone thought they were planning

it, T knew nothing about it, But I would say absolutely, "no".
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That had baen planned ln Spokane for leng before. Tt was a

matter of east-west side. It had bean over on the west side

the previous time, I've forgotten whers. Tt waa Ballingham

the previons time; so the east-west shift was rather natural.

it's the only hall that S5pokans had at the time. It was a

hot day, but you can't buy that. As far as windows being

closed, I can remember very distinctly the fire sscaps exic e
off to ona gide of tha platform being cpen and a lot of |
paople wandering cut there to get a breath of 2ir occasion-
ally. There were no effort to claim phyeical discomfort
though a lot of people may have been physically discomforted,.
The only effort I do remember was & very positive one, which
Bisenhower people were warned about the night before, to see
that none of thaelr people left before the eand, which is typical
nf & gtate convention--peopla decida, well they don't neesd my
voter I'1l head for home. I know my wife and I had something
like eight or nine people sleaping on the floor in ocur hotel
room that night. They had no place to go, &nd they had not

olanned to stay.

BURG: But they did stay on?
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KINNERR: Yes.

BURG: Would you describe the Eisenhower psople as to age
leval, Mr, Kinnear? Or if, it helps, compare them with the

Taft people, in a general sense?

KINHNEAR: Ho, I can't excepting the leadership group in the
Eisenhower area was definitely young, for the most part.

How this doesn't mean averybody like Walter Williams. By

young, I mean I was one of the old men up arcund forty. But
others, oh, people like Don Eastvold [Attorney General of . )
Washington]) who had turned sour too; he was the “young man
with the bhook" you know at the '52 convention. There was
ancother younger man, tvpical. But you had your Stew Oles on
the other side, and thera ware yvounger peopla in Spokane that
wera on the other side. But the leadership of the Taft group
started with the selection of Charley Paul, for instance.

He naturally organized around himself the people that he knew
best and had worked witn. So that was a sort of a natural
thing. I don't think it related particularly to a cros sec-

tion of the public in this circumstance.
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BURG: By the time you are in Spokane, wera you pasonally

happy with the cholece of Eisenhower as a candidate?

EINNEAR: I, well, I would say, yves. I had no gualms although
he still, in terms of whatever experience I had then, he
8till had not developed hie program totally, but I was happy.
Guessing backward now T think, probably mv, let's say my
patisfied judgment, rather than using ths word happy, ralated

more to my eonfidence in the men who were coming in around him,
BURG: Who would those men be, for example?

KINHEAR: Well, let's stick with [Henxry Cakot] Lodge, I can't
remember who all now was in thare, but men that were his,
let's gay, type of thinking in the psrty. I've forgotten,

flugh Scott wasg there, waen't he?
BURG: Yes, Scott. -
KINNEAR: He was a man I knew personally quite well,

BURG: Of course, Eera Taft Penscon went on the cabinet, but

would be perhaps one of the more conservative close advisers.
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KINNEAR: Yeah, well, I didn't know him anyway. People like
Seott whom I had opportunity to come know well and Lodge.

¥o, I'd have to do som® picking to go back, but I was relying
on others very definitely because Eisenhower was just a
personality without, well, none of us knew him. He had not
been in politice; he éldn't know his own political philosophy

ms mach very well. A 4N

BURG: So with you it's safe pechape to say that the man him- .
self, yon knew nothing bad about him. His reputation was good,
and the reasson you were content was to be found in the fact

that his advisors were people that you knew and could respect.

KINNEAR: Well, that's putting it pretty strong because I go
back to the point you made about Taft. Taft I felt was an
extremely cepabla man, I was very much scld on him as a
party leader. He was lacking in campaigning personality, a
dry man, which was a problem; bhut I was deeply concerned
about the type of people that surrounded him, starting right
with pur own state. As I sald, I often declered then that,
forgetting the guesticn of election, if he were eclected,

that I feared for the party and the country because of the
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bad judgment of the people that I paw and knew in the state of
Washington around him, starting with the late Bill Hows in
Spokane and othersa who, in my judgment, were dangerous. They
wars the typa that ultimately extramediout in a John Birch area,
And I'm ovarstating for some of thesme guys, but they weara vary
closae to them. The ultra-ultra anti-Communist who did actually
snga oommuniem avarywvhers, branding other attitudes mers liberal-
ism or mare soclalism or commmism, that kind of axtremist, And

o
T didn't want to sce the party in the akate work Ffor thatﬁ T,

leadership. Any public leader, I don't care who he is, i-ﬁig;ﬂ
how eble he iz, whean he goss inte offics has to racognize his
taam. They ara his advisorsr vou can't bring in strangers

in his organizational eapacity and by-pass hias own people; it's
going to just be upside down. So I felt that Taft had put
himeal?® in a position with his hands being tied and not

abls to do his best, 1f you will. Bo, ergo, the reverse of

tha picture, seaing men in whowm I had confidence centering

arnund Eisanhowar provided me with a contrasting confidence.

BURG: JAnd vou felt that Taft 4id not necassarily raflact all

or indesd many of the things that his close supportersz hero—-
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KINNEAR: Absolutely not, absolutely not.

BURG 1 ~-reflectad but you saw them golng with him and point ont

guite rightly he could hardly be expected to deny the group.

KINNEAR: The outstapding evidence of that was the Taft-
Wagnar-Ellender Bill, and, I've forgotten the cther one, but
federzl 2id to education, both subjects of which are anathems
to his supporters, these pacple I'm talking about. Ee had the
vision to see the necessity for federal activity, and ha was

not an ultra-conservative. His people never understood.

BURG: Would you describe Barry Goldwater as standing further
to the right than Robert Taft? Just a rough estimate for us.

".;:I‘-"

KINMERR: Yes, I would say s0. b H
BURG: Which leads us to guestions that we may ask later on
too about still later campaigns. Well, now let me ask you
thia, Mr, Kinneasr, once the convention has cccurred, once
Eisenhower has been given the candidacy at the national level,
what was your estimation of the amount of help you now got

from Taft Republicans in winning the election in Kovember?
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FINNEAR: Well, in winning the slection I would doubt, now
this is highly general, I can't remember the details, I would
doubt that there was much. I think they voted Republican; I
don't think therse was a tendency to eit on their hands that
some congervatives talked about in a more recent election.

But that was a two-way situation because the Eisenhower people
in the state were pretty cocky and pretty decided to run their
own show. And they waren't insulting anybody., but they

waren't really asking anybody in.

BURG: I see. BSo you think perhaps if there was any lack of
Taft participation in the campaign, it might have been cenerated

by the Eisenhower people themselves in their attituda,
KINNEAR: Pretty sure of it, yes. E:
BURG: Did you take an active part in the campaign yoursslf?

FINNEAR: HNot heavily. Mort Frayn asked me to take on the
very enjoyabla position of handling all national speankers
coming into the state, arrangements, advance, their personal,
wall, traveling with them personally in the state. Doing
vhatever was necessary. It was sort of a plush job and most

enjoyable,
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BURG: Bo you couldn't commant then as to how much money was
made available by the Republican Central Committee for the

campaign?
KINNFAR: I didn't know that side.

BURG: Ever hear anything much about that during the fight

for the nomination in this atate? BSea, I've heard that the
Republican Central Committee was most niggardly to the Eisen-

hower crowd.

KINNEAR: Ho, you'd have to talk to Frayn about that. I may
have known akout it, but I wasn't sitting in on the executive
committesy I wasn't worrving about it day by day. It was just

casual information, and it just didn't stick with me.

BURG: May I sssume that one of the men that you met as an

important visitor of the state was the esndidate himself?

KINNEAR: Mot that year, no.

EURE: HNHot that year.

KINNEAR: My wife had a chance to meet him. When he came out, she

went up to Everett and boarded the train, being the vice-chairman of
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King County where he was speaking. T just stood with the

crowd.

BURG: Do you remember her comments to you afterwards as to

how she had been impressad by Mr, Eissnhower and by his wife?

EINMEAR: OFf coursgse, she was not one of the real YVIP=e; but
ehe was very much impressed with him as a personality. But she

didn't hove wmore chance than that,

BURG: 5o the campaign was over, the slection won. Dil you

have any contact-—-

KINNEAR: 8She found ocut right there how tough and difficult

Ed Eisenhower was going to be.

BURG: Oh, did she? This was bhefore the canpaign really got

going.

KEINNEAR: In the parade in Seattle, she was stuck in & car

with Bd and hi=s fen wife.
BURG: ILuaey?

KINNEAR: Yas.
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BURG: You shake your head--

KINNEAR: Well-—

HURG:=-your wife evidently remembers thig—-

KINNEAR:—-1 came to know them so much better afterwards. All
she paid at that time was they, well both of them, just
bitching like hell the entire way ap the street because they
ware put in the third car or fourth, I've forgotten which now,

and they should have been up with the President.

BURG: I see. Now you had not known Edgar Eisenhower until

about thig--

EINNERR: At that time I had not Xnown him. Ee was an clder

lawyer than I, and I was too much youngér to make—-

4 ks
BORG: And he was a Tacoma lawyer. ( ‘j
RINNEAR: Yes. And I came to know him very well sfterwards.
BURG: AMfterwards being four years afterwards or--

KINNEAR: Well, sometime during the four yesrs. In 1956, it

was the next election, the President was golng to speak in
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Tacoma and Art Langlie was going to introduce him. He was
speaking in Seattle and then Tacoma. Bd Eisenhower saild that,
"My God, I asked my brother to come here, and I am going to
run the show, and Langlie (who waes then governor) can not be
on the platform." And that's when I came to know him best,
I'd met him bafore, but I had to go over there and talk him

out of that., That was one of the toughest jobs I've ever had.

S
s

BURG: You were running the 1956 campaign? i ﬁ

KINNEAR: I was Republican State Chairman. I went over there
with Eisenhower's advance man who wam a fellow by the name of
Hoagland £rom Boston and the Secret Bervice advance security
man whose name I c&n't think of now, and that started in with
Ed about one thirty. I told him, "We just can't leave here
until he says, 'ves.'" And we talked until Hmost five o'clock.
We went bavond five.

He kept saying, "No," and I kept coming back, and I
wouldn't leave the office. He finally said, “Oh, hell.®
I've forgotten what all he said. "You talk too muech; I maybe
have to do that, but we'll talk to my partner." S0 he went

into Chuck Bunter's office and brought him in and said,
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*Wall, I hope I nevar have to go to court against George.
He's too tough to compete with." I finally got him to =ay,

0K

AURG: Your view being that the Republican governor in a

Republican state, it was pretty wital to have him there.

KINNEAR: Well, my case was that you (Bd) just can't talk
about this as your own. “This is your brother. But," I said,
"Wot just your brother, this is the President of the United
States. That's what we're talking about, not the governor."

I said, "You can not do this to the President of the United
States. He has the privilege, and you have the responsibility,
as wall as the governor having a responsibility, to have the

governor present in respect to the President.” That was the

-

thing. £ 9
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