INTERVIE . WITH

lalia Orace Picking

Jamuary 27, 1965

by
WALTER V. BARBASH

Dral Historian

NIGET D. BISENH(WER LIBRARY

Abd lene, Eansag



This i{s an oral nistery imberview with Miss Lelia Orace Plaoking

on Jamuary 27, 1765.

¥T'3 PICKINO: This tm Lelia Orage Picking speaking. 4 membsr of the
class of 1709 and a classmate of Dwight U, Eisenhowor through the
four ysara of hish school. The Plekding Camily ia of Iriah, COarman
and English ancentry. My parents came te Abilens Cron Lancaster
Mounty, Panraylvunia in 1607, We have knowmn our town when thern sers
no telephones, no lirhts and no pavement. My Cather wa= & Linsmith
amploysd by the grandfather of Lhe Smith boys, the present Smith
Shoetmetal Works at B00 M.E.Bth 3t. He was, also, a salasman for the
famous Seelyeds Wasatusa, a liniment now sold in Olu Abilene Town.

W mother waz eaper that her family receive an sducation. The four of
us who taught schonl totaled 130 terme: Our family was in the County
school system 7O years, poing to school amd temchlnp. The Hesder's
Digeat, Septembar, 1957, carrics the story of Captain Roche, wWhe

wis ahot déwn in th: Sea of Japan, It was the destroyer, the 153
Pleking, named for Lt. Shersood Ploking, that rescusd Hoche from

the ssa. Ny purpose la to tell what I repembor of achool oAy s

in AsHeBs with Dwicht L. Eisenhowsr. The spring has come with its
buds of promise, the ¢ inter has come with 1ts ice and snow mary' times
gince the elass of 1909 entered the old City Hall as freshmen. The



= Pape Two =
bullding stood at the site of the present Mundeipal bullding at tha
cormer of 5th and Proadway Strests in the tewn of Abllene, which in
lnter voars vas to becomss fanpus as the home of President Dawlpht D.
Hlpsnhower. Dwirht's oclass a8 largs I numbers bub not preat in
morales ge wo wnew we would be oubbed "gresniss® by the upper plasemon,
The accommodations the building afforded wers not the beat but we
managed. Thers was & larpe room on Lhe =ast on the second [loor
aged an & recitstion roanm ans stucy hall combined. In it we oet for
Chapel, On the southwest war a recitation rocm and anothsr en tha
northweat, In this room frem 4 cupola housing the (ira bell, dangled
A rope. When the Dlremsn prasped Lhe fope te olnp the bell the boye of
AulleS., Dwight amonp them, responded immadiately by skipping classes to
help man the ald twa wheeled hobfe cartes Far ory from our present
truck with its snorkel. IF Dwipht dldn't pet bto the hose cart he
«ns amony those who saprintad to the (tore to buy treats for the rirls.
On the first {logr one room wans umed by Hiaotory claznes. Here Miss
Fauline Slesth tanght wipht. The ity marshal's family occupled the
eant half of the firot (loor. In the hassment were Lhe jail cells.
Cpg marning oo areiving et school wr found a prlooner had tried to
dyrtmite his way out, the damare was not rreat enough to warrant
a holiday, Ir. F.5. Blogyney who often substituted a= &8 teacher re-

marked that we rocelved our educatlen sdidat the howling of the dopm,
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the wailing of Lhe prlscners and the odor of the onions belnr cocked
forthe marahal's dinner, Dwight was a bey who worked and had 1ittls
time for partiss and social gatherinre, a least, during the Freahman and
Sophomore years. Ho spent two years in the old city hall and two yeara in
tha paw high achool, erected in 1907. This buildine, Cacing the south on
Tth Street at the emdd of Spruece has since been torn down. In Junior
and Senlor years, [Cwlcht took a lively intersst in athletica. The
Yearbook of 1909, the Helianthus, gives the atatement "D. lis-nhowsr
sticks around the laft and center pardena®. "He works to keep the
tean tojether and in pood spirits®. This characteristic as a youth
fellowed inte his military career. He was an individual of actlon.
He was sver mindTul of the welfare of his soldisrs. His D-lay was the
outprowth of his sarly idea of cooperation. Anothsr statement in the
yearbook sayd "Dwight is our best historlan and mathematictan, His
interesat In History is one of hia outastanding traits as a scholar®.
Mra. G.bs Wetnel, a classmato, who was Winifred Williams, makes this
romari, "1 remsmbar that wvhensver the teachers called on Dwirkit he
could always recite. I never heard him sary ‘T don't know'™, *y
most vivid memory is of his reciting in Mias [Mekinson's Enplish class.
During two wars D.D. ¥issnhower made hisbery that is {ncomparable
and unpreondented, His abllity for learninp from the pant utilieing
the present snd planning for the futurs are outgrowths of his sarly

troining In home and schools A5 & family the Edsenhower's were a olose
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¥nit wnit, a family imosm for Lnteprity and honesty. An uncle of the
Loya lived in the housee whieh I now the Eisenhower homa. He was a
voterinarian. “rank Seyers, oy brother in law who attendec Lincoln
School recalla that tha Dr, used to treat animals, pull teeth, doss
¢ham with medicimm and so Torthe Yor this purpose he had lmprovissd a
sliny and table. The boys who went to Limooln Sehoel, the oldar
Eisevhower's includad liped up on tha sast side of the school gFround,
just as elose | o the street as they dared to watoh the veterinarian.
The Davld Eissrhower's at tils time lived in a osall house not [ar
Prom the presant site. The Or. laft town and David's family moved inte
thia plage which wms home Uor many years. The Eissnhower's belonged to

the Hrethren in Christ Chureh, Blshop Northeott's «1fe, who was
Florence Enple,says, "1 priss my souvenlr report publiahed by the
Brethren in Christ Sunduy School in 1905, Tn the intermediate
department are listed Florence Engls and [wirht Elsenhower. In the
Junior departsent are sy sister Rowena and Roy Elssnhower and in the
Primary department ars Aruce Engle, also, Earl and Mlton Elaenhower.
Dwight' 'a prandfather was a member of the Bible Class, two untles, also,
balonged to the Church. Hia lfather and mother ecach taught a elasa.

The Topaka Daily Capita) of Septesber B, 1957, carrizo this item

The plonser Country Chureh of President Einenhower's forefathers,
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The Halle Springs Brethren In Christ Chureh, south of Abilens, is
to be seld at auction et 1:30 Saturdsy, Aarust 14". H.0, Winpgerd,
trustee, since the church wan built says, YIt-=iz a terrible thing
that the Church sust be spld, but there ar- no members, young [olka
have moved awmy, clder people passed on.®™ In the adjoining churche
yard 1iz buried the President's grandparents, his proat mandparents
ard many plopasrs, One ong &8 half miles porth ef the Chureh is bthe Elasp=
hower homestead. The Church acheool in Abllene mnd the home Bibls
study of the Bisephower's instillsd in Dwight the principles of fair
ply and honesty. While sometimes considered of a bellirerent naturs,
1 remember Lho boy who wis to bhecome Presldent as a boy who covatad
sotion, was studloun and enjoyod cluan sport, fair play. His class
of 1FI:_L? i5 proud of hin record and honor him for his devotion te

duty and %o hls ocountrys.

MR, MARDASH: Fias Plekine, when your family came from lancaster, Penngy-
lvania, to Abilens In the late LE0O'a, wers they part of the Lmmipration

that brought the oripimal Eisenhowerts to Abilnna?

MISS "ICKTHO: Mo, they did nmot comm at that time. They cams practically
by thomselves.

Mi. BAEBASH: Misa Pleldng, var your fsmdly asspeiated with the Hver
Brethren Chorell at that time and where did they locate whan they

came to this part of the country?
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MISS FICETNG: My parenta loocated in Abilene; in towm. Some of the River
Brathren sattled in town. T know the fornoy's did and some located
north of town. We have quite o gettlement there. Meybe not just
when they came bet o 1ittle later and then we had the Helle Springs

Creamary and Balle S:rings Chureh south of tosm.

KR. BARBASH: Mise Picking, you memtiocn the articls in feader's Uirost
regariding the destroyer 053 Pickdng, could you tell us if thie ship
ig mamed after & particular member of your Camlly or |asmember ol Sn8

of the branches of your family?

HMISS FIDETING: The USS Pleking was not nemad Tor our ‘rrwvdliats Famfly.
¥y prandigther or provably his brother--The Li. comes (rom that family.
It was as T sald n It. Sherwood Ploking. Wa Toundd his ploture and a

statement concerming the Inocldont in the Topeka Dally Capital and then

later triced it to be this It. Sherwood Plokibg.

Nit. BARBASH: HMisa Pieking, ono of the authors on Elpenbower, in fact
ons who did a econsiderable let of ressarch here in Abilens befors

he wrote his book, ptates that Gemeral Sisenhower antered hiph sohool
in 190L, and then was cut in 1905, as & result of & knee Injury--leg
inlectior and then returned Lo school in Saptember '05-'06, Crom your

association wikth the Osperal, deo you recall this?
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MIA3 FIOEING: T do not recall the Lime of this lajusry but there is a
record in the hiph schosl armunl that Dwilght was listed in the class
that woulcd have praduated in 190H, On account of this injury he was
not allowed to po back t- school and thersfere started in the same
year that we did so he was praduated in 1%0%. 1 wrote to Dwliht,
peraonally, concerning this and he sald that he thilnks that this 1s

thn correct history ms far as he i= abla te remwber,

N¥R. BARBASH: Miss Picking, do you recall whan you Mirst =et Dwight

Fisenhower and what your impression was?

MISS PICKTNG: Wall, I haven't a very clear picture of Lwight in

the first year. I have a batler plcture of Edrar, because Bdgar was
in my latln elass ard ecoming Urom the country, Latin was mosl diffleult
for mo and I '‘mow that Edpar thoupht it was quite Cunny whan ona

would Fat @ pero or 4 "pooBo-arE" cach time and ssch day of recitation
but in & Dow mopths T could make ciroles all around him so I remomber
Edgar, but I remember Duight in the classes and particularly in

our Junior and Senior histories, snd alseo, the physies class but,

particularly, In the history clossss.

Mh. BARBASH: Mies Picking, can you plve us the location of the old
nirh school that you and Twight first attended and then the locatlion

of the new orm, just Tor owr recorda?
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MISS PICKING: The old high mhool was 4he olty hallewit was a brick
bullding with quite a dome on it——this housad tha {ire bell. It wvas
at the cormer of Hroadway and Sth Street where the municipal building
now ptands. The new hlgh school stood at the north end of Spruce St.
It Facad the south and was jusb sbout a half a bloek off of Buckeye on

Saverth 5%, betwean Bugkeve and the Carfield School.

¥R. BafBASH: Me=s Picking, you montion the fact that tha boys in town
were sorty of & velunteer fire departmont so that when the firemen rang
the bell they all Yeft school and if the Cire wasn't of any preat Import-
ance thay would spend the tlme to purchase candy for the riris--3id
Dwight=~wns Dwisht part of thn Yoluntesr Cire deparmant and did he
participate in these candy tuying expeditiona?

MISS FPICEING: Well, I don't know as I could =ecall a specific incident
whare Dvight helped to man this hose-cart, but it was a ruls that the
boya were allewed %o do this, and he probably was among them becsuss
he, as | stated, was & boy of action. Usbally, the upper classsmen

had the firat place.

Mi. BARBASHt Miae Pieidng, you menticnad sarlier in yeur talk the fact

that you had & Jl.ﬂar Bible session in omn of the recvns of the school
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I wonder 1f you'd cars Lo commant on this im 1lcsht of the recent
Suprems Court decision, that is, were all chilorsn of all religicus
faithn allowed to attand and what was the Bibls that was used--was it

a Pbler of a particular Church or a particular religious group?

WiBS FIOKTEO: T stated in my talk on Uswipht that we had our chapsl in the
east room of tha old city hall building and everyons wms allowed to
attend., The Tinp Jamea Aible was used and Tew, not too many comments
on 1ts We, often, had o speaker whoe would Flve g & talk and then

we, also, sach time we hod chapel repeated the Lord's Prayer. A11
relliploss fsiths wers ineluded in this. They, at lsash, wers thsre,
if thay werw not allowed to take part that wis guite all sight and in
thn now high school we hardl & stare aml I remembear the teachesrs sat
apon the stage and I, also, remember Mr. Stacey many times gliving
excallant talim hased on the Bitle and wa lsarned to imow the Caverite
gcripture passage of sant one of the teachersiecause they took turns
in leading the deveotions in chapel.

MR, BARBASH: Miss Pleking, there has besn gquite a bit of comment
and reporting on the antageniss between the north side children
and the children from the south slde--I wonder 1 you could 4ell us

at lsast, when you were In hirh school and a clas=mate of Dwipht's



whether or not you ran achpss this feeling anc whether it made itself

ovidert in amy Qorm.

HT35 MOEIRG: T fasl that this has besn quite & ulld-pp for 4in our
attoniing school we <1d not know & great doal or hoor a preat deal
that Dwight 1ived gouth of the tracke amd cthers lived ncrth. OF
course; I Jived in tbe goumtry--thin may be the reason wny I did

mot pot the drift of that too often, but I heve fell during the years
that in those dayp spouth of the Lracks and norbh of Lhe tracks did

net spedl o preat dif'feronos.

MR. BARHASH: Mlss RBicking, you say you Mved Ln the country when you
want to achool with Dwight, did you heve to,s0 to speak, commite

to schoel svery day or did you live in town during the school year?

HMISE PICKING: We cartainly commuted evury doy. We would pet up at
5100 alclock every morning, milk cows and get in the hugry and ride
those four =iles to aohesl and &0 home apain and do cur chores and
do our studyinr. My sister was valedictorian so you may kmow we

put in good doys. We used to sing owr high school anthems and ropeat
our mamory wark reing to and COrom sehool. We drove an old gorrel
horss. Heo wemt to pohool Tor 10 years. We callsd him the "educated

horsa¥,
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MR. BARBASH: Misa Pleking, most authors indicate or emphasize that
Dwight. Eisenhowsr played sportwiin high school from, primarily in
hiz Junler and Senior year s, and [ wonder 1 you eould give ua a
poneral pisture of that, for (patance, oid the students attend
sporting activities in & oody as is commonm among tne hich school
students foday ar was tihe sporting activity primarily concentrated in
8 small group of boys who degided to play and had vary few people

wateching thom¥

MISS PICKING: A emall proup of hoys were the ones that really did the
playing and, of course, tha attendance at the ball games was quile Tood
tut naver the school ina bodys If we ressmbar that thess dave ware
days that were busy, days that were [11led with work,; we had very
1ittle time Por recrsation and as [ spoke a while aro you may know

that our days wers full and it held that wmy with nost of the ‘scholara

that is thome who lived in the country.

MA. GARBASH: Mles Pleldng, lavis in bis vook mantions that Eisenhower
tock part in soclzl activities tut was nover asked to jeoin a growp
mown as "The Hums of the lawsy Lou" which was a sort of a fratermal
and gocial organisation in high schonl-=I wonder if you eould tell us
a Jittle bit about the organization and , well, what part of town their

mambers oame from or what part of class they got their membors from



and a 1ittle bit about what the organizabion cid?

MISS PICKING: 1 can remembar very little abeout the arpanleatlon, moocph
their neme and that they had meetlngs once in a while and thie includad
a clapns in our class who had their way throurh school provided and

were Tinancially able, so that they did not have to spend so much time
in chorea and workinr. Principally, the glrle lived on Jrd street

and as to their mestinga T couldn't say but I oo know that the club
exiasted and while T belonsed to the country side of the claas at the
same tima I pever falt any antapeonism Loward thisz part of Lhe clasa.

I gluways felt that 1 had my place and the "Lawsy Lou's" had thelrs and
they always pave me oredit for beine able teimot compete with them,

but to have my standing with them. O, we were amonp those wiho had to
work vary hard for thedir sdecation, in fact, meny times [ wanted to
pive up but as the years have passed thers has a besn a great roWard

in having known the President of the United Statss and I feel fully

revarded for the strugple of hish school.

MR, BARBASH: Mise Meking, did you take part in any of ths soclal
activities of the school, by that, I mean dances and plaoyse-the reason
I'm bringing tnis us 1s that Davie also mectifons in hie book, In his
parly chapters, the Tapct that when he intervisswed people in Abilens

a fow of the pirla, in partiovlar, mentloned the fact that Dwilght was not



a very poon dancer, but did take part in the sociul activities ln the
scnool, do you reoall any of Lhese events or do youe--would you cara to

commant on amy of them?

MISS FICKINC: This is anothar phass of school life of which I do

not imow a great deal. As [ have ptatod a number of times we hadn't
much time for social 1ife but I do know that there wers gatharines and
that when we resched the Junior and Senlor years wa had the usual
parties glven by some of the =choel patrona anditha City Supsarintenisnt.
I remenber gur narty at the Rice's home, the A.W,Hice, and we held our
Jurier=3anior receviion in the Hurd residonce and we had our recoption
at Ar. Stacoy's residence, anothar at the X, of Pe all end this is

Jupt about all that I koow of the sccial oart,

HMR. BARBASH: Hlss Plekdng, it's been also recorded Lhat Dwight Elssnhower
dated peveral girls in Abllens at that L lse awony thed (Qadve Harding,
Ruby Rorman, and Esther Saungartbe=do you remsmber any of this dates,

ar did you doubleedate wilth him in army of hisa Cfrlends at that tlme?

MISS PICKING: About his dated I do Wnow that Cladys and Dwight 1ived
toward the south part of town dpd I krow that it wda quite customary

for then to walk bome from gehool but nething an to the daten. Wa've
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bean trying to plage lsthar Baumrarth and oo far I've not been able to
rapamher her. 1 remember the name and, of courss, Ruby Horman, we were
quite well apquainted wiih Ruby. She lives nortn of town. Ho, I

don't redall of any specific time or datos.

MA. BARBASH: Miss Pieking, 1t's also been recorded that Dwlpht was
larpgely responaible for the groation of the Athletic Association

at tha high school and, for, in this way they rpalsed momoy to purchase
unifeorrs for the toam and purchase egquipment,however, I in Interviewiop
Crin Snlder, wio was Elsephower's coach 1n hls,; socalled pradeabs year,
at the hick schosls Orln sald ihat thla 1ia not exactly trus because whan
he was in hirh o chool which vas about 2 to 3 years tafore Eimshhowsr
they did have an Athletic Association and they dld assess sach of

the students a certain amounl of momey Lo defray the cost of

equipment and so on. Mr. Snlder belloves Lthat it in more 1ikely

that the Athletic Asspclat! on probanly went out of existence and Tke
renswed 1t 8o to epedk; do you know anything about this at all?

MIBS PICKINC: Dndghe and Herb Sosmers and several of the other baoys
were intensely intsrested ln athletlca. They had te kesp their grades
at o certain level and this was not too difficult but still it kept
them at thelr school work and they dldn't dare spend too such time

with athletiecs, but Dwipht was a good organizer, The 1706 yearbook
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ghows that thers wns an athletic orpanization when Orin 3nidar wan
in school. The followlny anmuals llst quite a nusbar of the cluss
of '0% on the tea-#, This bears out the Tiet that Uwilght was really
interested in this assoclatlon and worked har! to keep it podny

in order to compete with other séhools.

MR. BARRASH: ¥ispn Pieking, U'wipht Blsentiowir, slsop partieipated in

the senlor class play, which was a sort of a takm-off on Shakespears,

and Eisenhower played a part in 1, do you remsmbear, let's pot it this
way, wera you a member of the cast and do you regall arythine Interasting
about the play?

MISS PICKINN: The most interesting thing I think I can recall about
that play s that at the time it was put on the stage there was a
epldenic of whoopins cough in Abilens and we all whooped. I didn't
have any particular part in the play, there was a part in which thay
needed quite a crowd and I do remewber that I was on Lho stage in
that, but no partiouvlar part. UHowewer, the play went over real
well, T ean say that much. A take-off on the Merchant of Yenice

in what 1t was.

MA. BARBASH: Miss Fieklng, this covers the years thai you inew

Prasident “lsephower or Oeneral Eisenhower as a high mhoal studant,
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do you reecall, well lat's put it this way, did you have any contact
with him after you graduated fpron school, that 1ls, let's say between
the time he left for West Polnh and when he came back for the homecaming

in 190L57

MIS3 PIUKING: I had no perscnal contact sdth lwlphi during those years
but during the tine thuat he wvas petting ona dapree after apother in his
worky I would mee 1ittle items in the paper and [ would call hils mother,
I had met her, and we would dlseuss thls promotions, We kept tab of
im all during thoge years, however, I nover mot him or talked to

him, but T do remeamber this distinotly.

Mi. AAHBASH: Mips Pleking, you ars the secrstary, so to speak, {or
the elass of 1907 at Abilena High School,did you do this woark in those
years because you had been appointed secretary that time or did you

Juat do it gut of a personal lnterest?

MI33 PIOKIND: Personal intersst and Lhe thought that I had lor our
clans., In the lialianthus I had written, vhen we graduated a short
skotoh of the history of Abllense Hiph School and I think this probably
led mo an to do the work that I dld later in keaplng the record ano,

also, what I did for the 1759 annlversary--our goldosn anniversary.
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Mi. BARBAGH: Mins Plekine, you mentlon that you hecams acguainted
with Mrs. Elsenhower, how did this come about and what sort of & woman

dld you find her to ba?

MISS PICKING: I tcok up some work of canvasging the Lown and I was on
Lthe south side and went %o a two story wiits Crame house and knotlesd
on the doors A lady amswered and she said, well she sald, "You

know who T am? T'm Hrs. Slsenhowpr®, and T sadd "Why, are you Dwlpht's
mother ond Edpger's™ and she sald, "0Oh yes", and of coursa, thon we

had 3 real chat. She was a person who was tidy and her psrsonal
appearancs loolked as 17 che was just really purposalful, téo, in her
work. She dldn't look es thouril she would let it slack or s1ide and
as if hor businesn was eeplng her home, that's the way sha appealed

to mi-=3 good mother and house-keopar,

MA. BARBASH: Misa Pleking, after Eisenhower laft Abllens, in those

intervening years, what did you do as an individual herw in town?

MIOS'FICKING: After school, { faupght a number of years but my health
failed and I wmsn't able to keep on teaching so I did what I could,
dressmaking for one thinp. We were atill in the country. Then I

spent several years as & nursemaid aro companion in Wichita. Those
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wars nappy years, with s family who had Jjust potten ell monay,

Then my mother deoided to lsave the Tarm and coma to town and, of
courss, I came homs and for U years I worked im Belle 3prings
Creamary whore Dwirht had worked. Than in later yevars-iy mothar
lived to be 73,I was in the home taking care of her, alsczat the
sams Lime I worked at the hatohery next deor and there I trayed eppga
11,000 in cne day and had the loading sheet mads out by 1:00 A.M. at

nirhte<btusy 211 the time.

HH. BARBASH: Miss Pleking, you mention that you taupght school at one
time, was this immediately after you graduated from high school and
at that tlme did the localitles require a4 Formal educaticon for this-

or habdn't they arrived at that peint jyet?

MISS PIOKING: T taught right after I had praduvated from high school
and we ware required to take g pormal gourse i we hadn't had it in

high school, well, we didn't have it vhen we wers in school but it was
then put into the schools ami anyone whe taupht had to have a cortificate
from thia couras. Yen, wo ldd a=-what wan ¢alled a summer institute.

We would rush through amd at the end of that time we took an examinatlon
and oblained a certificate. The year after I graduated this normal
course wag addsd Lo the eurrleculum and when one praduated frem bilgh
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school he was glven a certificate to toach.

MR. BARRASH: Well, thal about bringa us up te 1945, Miss Ploking, when
Dwight cams bagk in 19LE feor the homecomlng eslsbration, did you have
any combtact with him at that time and did you have am thing to do with

the hooecoming?

¥ra5 PIOKING: I've always been sorry that 1909 dld not have a [oat,
the football {lpat passed the reviewlng stand and I peally falt that
we should have had one honoring [wight, btut we pathered as & class

in the building acrems the street, thers ware nine or ten of us
there. FPaul Hoyer had spoken to Dwipht and he was to coms over

ani see and talk with the class but at that time he had just gone to
rest B0 we did not pat personal contact with him sxcept that we wmved
to him scross the street. The class broadeasted over K.F.H. directed
by Osorge Oow of Wichita, e prasemted Dwight withaa bougquet of

Amorican Beauly roses, which was our glass [lower.

HR. BARBASH: Ddd vou have amy contact with him after the homecoming
from the perlod of shs homecoming In 1745 throuph the years, to

1952, when he decided to run for the prosidsnoy?



= Parae Twonty =
MISS PICKING: T Just don't believe that I had any contact with Dwisht,
no word during those years except a letter in 15LH. He sent avtopraphs

For the members of our class.

M. PARBASH: Miss Pleklniy; when “issnhiower declided %o run lor the
prasidency in 1992, he came back to the United States from Eurepe
and came to Abllene to start campalgming, de you recall having anmy

oomtact with him at that $ime and 1T so what type wos 1t7?

MI8S PICKING: On that day with the rest of the crowd I remembor being
on tha street and closs enouwph that I gould greet and wave to Dewipght
as he went by. Then I started out to the prounds whers he waz to make
his spesech and, as you know, ii's besn reccrded what a terrifiec raln
and thunderatorm we hsd that day and I pot only ac far as the Harger
realdence. Lols Harger Parker amd Nell Craven Lutton and I had quite
& nloa 11ttle chat., I was uvnable to pet on out te the grounds because

of the water.

MR, BASHASH: Wosr, Miss Ploking, after Eisanhower was clected President
did you have any opportunity to visit with him or attepd any of the
inagurationa in Washington or to even visit with him when he was baock

here in Abilens on vieits?



= Pare Twenty One -
IS PICEIY:10ur next door nelphbore went to the inaruration in ®ashington
also, my 6ld sehoal mats, Butn Pattin, fran Masletta, Chio. Ihe melghbors
next door sald, "Well, lelia, you sursly should go" but I dldn't but,
aof course, was very much interssted In it and kept record of the schedule
amd the picutres of the Lnauguration, sioce Dwlght was Preslidsnt I have
bean fortunate snough to speak¥ to him each time he has been In Abilens.
T am very, very hapry to have had soveral plptures taken with him.
The Associsted Press captioned one with Madys Hardings name. This
error was corrected in ouwr town but pet in Chicapo and Los Angelss.
Twice 81411 Jeffcoat our homs town photographer, surprised me with snaps
he had taken. (ne was on Dwigit's birthday after he had talled to his
formor teacher, Miss Pauline Sleeth. One taken at the unvelllng of tha
painting of Dwipht was riven to me by Mr. Scott. The ome taksn by
thn Topeka Capital is of intersst, we were talking of achool days and
gur anniversary, No one geta to visit long with Dwight uhen he comes
to town. Ha is mo bealeped ty Priends and people that he hasn't mhch
time. T remember the tallk that he gave when ils pletura was unvelled
in the Library and he sald,; "How he wlashed he could come back to Abilans
and just be a boy apsin®, T was standing cleac by him and T thought
to mygell 'How mice that would be' il we could go ovar those sehool

diye again.



= Pogn Tuanty Two =
MR. BAREASK: During Presldemt Eizenhower's visits back to Abilene
do you recall any slgn!ficant conversations you had with nim or

wera moat, of your conmvarsatlons rathsr ponersl In Lono?

KMIS8 PTIOKTNG: Eaeh time [ mnt Dwight, it wasz only A& soment of recopni-
tion and handehaks and "Mad te sss you®". I treasurs thoss meatings

a praat deal. The last time ha was hera I met hiwm In the Likrary and
we talked about the schogl days and about putting ths record of our
E0th anmiversary into the Iibrary and he sald, "0h,T would be delichted

to have itM.

MR. BARBASH: Misa Pleking, you mention quite often the 5Cth reundon
af the elans of 1907, I worder IT you eould give us a rundown on the
baokproumnd of that reuniobn--how it pod started, whe was responaibls
for initiating the project, what succeass you had in trying to ped
Progident Sisschowsr Lo come herae for that reunion, where it was
hold, how mamy of the former olansmates attended and; in general,

how sugcessful it was.

MISS PICKINC:Thers are,in Abilene, and Salina, Junctieon ™ity, 7 of ua
who balong to the clags of 1909, In the yrar af 1958, I talked to
Panl Bgyer in his lawyer's office. ¥hen we had met at diflerent times



= Sggm Twenly Tires -
¥y had talled of Baving a reunlon and so we btalked Lo tha othare, who
lived hare, Ann Malott fumphrey lives in Junculon Slty, Ada Gocley
Kelly in 3alina, Edna Widler in Fnterprise, “larence and Elizabeth
Agling in Abilena, we talked and planned and conmidersd ourselves a
conmitise to plan a re-upion. [ had in the meantinme, curing the year,
tried te fimd the other membara of the clasg--their addressea. In
this we were guite Portunate, we had all ol them and so we wrote to
each oney Puul wrote Istters that could be run off on his machine and
sent to sach one asking if they wanted a reunion, all responded lavor-
ably sowe finally declded on the date May 25 and 26, 1955, and met
having made oul a progras and a committee we called the members
ol the glass in Abllisne,the comsdiiecs, and made plans for the bly day,
There was only ope, our valedlietorian, who did not respond with a lstter.
We had aagwers from all others that they would try to cames The Supar-
intendent of Schools, E.l.¥isdler, had written to Dwight asking him
e pive the 1959 commangement sddrass and attend the reunion. This
Dwight was unable to do becauss of his heavy scheduln. Well, the day
dawmed, it was a beautifu]l May day, w= met at the Sonflowsr Hotel, to
roney our apgualntanco, after havine not secn sach obther Tor 50 YEATrS,
This was quite thriliinp. Alter we ware there for a short time, we

next went to Paul Royer's house, whers we had a talk fest and lunch.



= Page Twenty Thrie =
There were 1 of us. I wore sy graduatlon dreass of 50 years apgo.
With a 1ittle altaration 1t fit parlfoectly. Tt won psade of peralan
lawn and trim=od in tucks and laces From Faul's place we went to the
Carden Hoom of the hotel and had our dinner. Twenty four were present.
Ope of our teschers, Mres., Hara Ben- Cafis of 3alina and her husband
attended, also. Bruce Hurd's wvifs Trom Topeka, Bruce had passed on
a number of years acd. Altopether there are 19 that are not Yiving
dnd that leaves 21 in ths Slabs Wil ard livings Paul acted am
toastmagter and sach one pave a shart Ristory of nls 1ifs, After the
dinner wu read letters from those whoe wera absent and smons those was
ene [Crom our ronownsd mamber, Dwirht; ha bad tald oa that he could not
attend for whlch we ware very sorryv. ool had given sach one 4 copy of
his lettar. This was the ome disappolntmont of the reunicon, re=ally
tae anly one and 1%t was & very real] ann, toe, Thon on the next morning
tiat vould ce Tuoedny, Wr, Endacott took us through the Spseum. First,
wa rode around town to ses what improvemant tho town had made during the
years and thare werd quite s number af "ah'a" and "abW -as to the
tulldings and to the improvementz made. From the Museum we want to
Junetion City whora Mr. and Hrs. Humphrey, Ann ¥alott had invited us
to & luncheon at 1:00elaleak. This lunehaon waa very &njoyablo bub

rathar a sad note sntered it alse for firom thia place we would depart



- Paga Tusnty Faus <
Yo ouwr gevaral homes and rie annivareary, the SOth anmiversary, was
a matter of himtory. Whether we ohall have & (fth repalne to be as@n,

WE hols go.

ME. BARBASH: Miss Plekirng, I have no more questions Lo ssk you and
unless you have somethine you'd 1ike to add T would 1i{ks to alons
this interview and Chank you very, very sueh Cor allowing ma Lo
interview yor ami maks avallable #iis {aformatici For foture ne,

Thank you very miche

MISE PIC¥THA: Tn olosing thim interview T would 1lks te pay tribute
to the one whon it concerrs Pwisht O, Elmntihessr,for his untiring
#fforts threunh the achoel yaoea, bis sbparuous duya in bhe Lrmy &
Coreander of Allisd Foress, whe wiile in var haped for peace, hia
intarest in sducation thereby fostering friendships with other peopls
and kle efforte to brine about peacs when he becmns Prasident. Thaas
memtrte In Twlpht's 1ifeewthr prager on the lone hillsids belfore
D=y, his prayer at the Tnaupuration and the ritual of dedication
at the Gettysburg home portray tho roal Edsenhewser. One whe has
endeavered Lo keap intact tho tenets on whioh our country was Counded.
The class of 1909 cherishes nhis comraddship and salutes hiz Cor his
dedication to his task,
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