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This is an interview on November Sth, 1968 with Mr. Frederick A. Zaghi of
foung & Rubicam on his part in the 1952 election campaign.

DR. WICKMAN: All I want to do on this tape is simply ask you about your

associations, your earliest associations with the Citizens fop Eisenhower
graup and get some of your memories about that, so let me start with some
questicns and one gquestion, you can respond to these and then if you feel

particularly talkative just go ahead and talk and we'll forget about the Ri
%

-
questions. But the first question is: when did you get associated with  —

the Citizens for Eisenhower movement?

MRE. ZAGHI: January &, 1952, that was my first start and that was supposed

to be for a three week pericd while Mr. Dyke, who at that time was Mr.
Larmon's sssistant, was on vazcation.

DR. WICKMAN: At Young & Rubicam?

MA. ZACHL: --at Young & Rubicam. I wae a membeor of Young & Rubicem and

at that time I wes business manager of the TV-Fadio Dgpartment., Mr. Larmon
asked the head of that department if he could borrow me for three weeks while
Dyke was on vacation. My inmediate superipr said, "Sure." S50 I moved into
Dykes office, right next to Mr. Larmon's office an the executive floer.

Dh. WICKMAN: What was Mr. Larmon deing at this time?

MA. ZAGHI: He was holding many meetings with key members of the Citizens for
Eisenhower group-planning Strategy, making recommendations, etc, etc. At the
time 1 got invelved the New Hampshire campaign was geing on and we were in the
process of prepsring & special folder which was to be distributed o all the
pecple in the state of New Hampshire o try to weo the delegates owver to

Eisenhower rather tham Taft. Of course Taft had hiz own campaign geoing on up



=

there at the time we had ours going. Well, that was my start. At the end of
three weeks after conversatlons with Senoators and Congressmen and trips to

New Hampshire, three very, very hectic weeks, I wrote a status report figuring
that ken Dyke would then take over when 1 left. But I was asked by Mr. Larmen
if T would like to centinue and 1 said, "Yes," and 1 did. And that went on

and my part of the Citizens for Eisenhower campaign lasted until after the :
election or & matter of eleven months, During that time I had charge of &ll l?t -
printed material to see that expedited, get it sut, brochures, commercials, buying
time on radio, buying time en televizion, always with the help of the staff that
I had &t my disposal at Young and Rubicam directors, producers, writers, media
people, artists for laveoul purposes.

DR. WICKMAN: Was this the first major campaign of this kind that the agency had
become Invalved in?

Mi. ZAGHI:+ Yes. We were real neophytes when we siarted, there's no question
about it. Of course as we got deeper and deeper into this matter of politics

we learned a lost, if I can quote Tom Stevens, he said, "he never say anybady
learn as fast as we did

DR. WICKMAN: Whose, let me ask you this if you can remember or if you krnow but,
whose idea was it to bring Young and Rubicam into?

MK. ZAGHI: The person whose ldea it was to bring Young and Rubipam in, my guess
would be and I think It's a good quess would be Bill RAobinson. Tt was Bill
Rebinson who sold Larmon on the ides of coming on, it was Blll Robinson now

that 1 recall it. And Cabot Lodge alse talked with Sig Larmon about coming

into this thing and putting the power of Young and Rubicam behind the campalgn.
I became his assistant, so to speak, on this particular operatlion and eventually
1 did become one of his assistants. After the campaign I was taken out of my
duties as business manager and given an office up on the executive flocr,

reperting directly te Sig Larmon who at that time was president, chalrman of
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the beard, and chief executive officer. Mow so far 8% other things that I did,
1 yisited ﬁany siates where we had a delegate problem o find cut from the head
of the Citizens for Eisenhower in that state what they thought thelr chances were
to win the delegates ever to Eisenhower and what kind of help they needed, hath
in material matter, like mots for newspapors, brochures, folders and maney if
they wanted to buy local time. We alin provided them with radlo commercials
that we had prepared cr television £ilm if they felt they would be helpful,
There was only one case, that was in West Virginia, where I had to come back .:'-
with a negative recommendation in connection with the chances of Eisenhiowsr
getting the delegates from thet state because they were really strong in that
gtate for Taft and, as a matter of fact, I was warned that if I went to West
Virginia to be sure to take my Tke pin off because they were so rabld down
there they would probably tar and feather me and ride me oput of town on the
ralls, so I did that. T taok 1t off and 1 went to visit the head af the Citizens
*or Elsenhower and then came back and said, "We can forget West Virginia." And
we did. Of course we never got West Virginia, we didn't have a chance. We also
last orie other state as I reczll and that was South Dakota. South Dakota, un-
fortunately, the recommendation which 1 made was neot accepted by the Finance
Committee, I wanted to spend a few more dollars there because I wanted to use
Kate Smith, this isn't historical but aiiyway it's a fact, to use Kateé Smith more
heavily than we were using her on stations, large stations, in the state and in
that way to counteract the effect of the olg name politicians that Mr. Taft
was bringing in on his behalf. And 1 think if they'd have voted "ves' we'd have
wan with a slight plurality rather than lose by a total of six hundred some odd
Vaters.,
DE. WICKMAN: Would You go aver, from yoeur point of view, because I think ]
indicated the cther day we're getling from several painis of view, from your

point of view the Texas delegate struggle in the cenvention?
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MR. ZAGHI: There were two groups of delegates from Texas one group was appolnted
by the :{:rm;i ttee of the previous convention and another by the committese repre-
senting the present convention. The old commitiee elected delegates who favorsd
Taft and the new commititee elected delegates whe [avored Eisenhower. In a
situation such as this both groups must appear before the credential committee--
state their case and then the credential committee decides which aroup is to be
the accredited group representing the state of Texas.

DR. WICKMAN: This is again the, was this the Citizens for Eisenhower---

MR. ZAGHI: Oh, ves.

DH. WICKMAN: ---prganization deing this?

MR. ZAGHI: Oh, yes. 5o without their knowledge, at that moment, we arranged
for television coverage of that meeting. However when the 2ld group learned
abeut the TV coverage, they wanted the TV ‘zoverage cancelled. But it wasn't.

As it turned out the old delegates who clalmed they were the accredited delegates
were Lhrown out and the rightful delegates appointed by T e current committes
were given the authority to represent the state of Texas for the Republican
Party. MNow this was a tremendous victory for Eisenhower because if they had
gotten away with it, there were three other ststes as T recall that had duplicate
delegates, the accredited delegates and snother group that came in and said,
"They're not the accredited delegates, we are." Well when they learned what
happened to this Texas greup they didn't have any better argument than the Texas
group so they quit. I don't believe any of them went before the gredentials
cemmitiee. A& I reécall and a matter of fact I spoke to a secondary group of
delegates from the state of Florida and I told them the story of what they would
have te do, to wit, they would have to go before the credentials committes and
prove that they were the rightful delegates from the state of Florida and if they
could do that, well, all right, but if they couldn®t do that then they might just

as well forget it. 5o they forgot it and they went home. Now, 1n my opinion if
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the old Texas group had won and the new and rightful deiEQatas had been kicked

out, I think there would have been a great many more groups of delegates coming

in te claim that they were the rightful celegates and therefsre Eisenhower never
would have gotten the nomination. The Texas thing was a turning point and a

very important one in connection with the Eisenhower campaian as far as we were
concerned. It was very important. There wae so much literature written on what

we call 'the Texas Steal’, there were pamphlets after pamphlets more literazture
written and distributed to delegates in Chicago in connection with the Texas Steal
than any other campaign we had. And we had a bevy of pretty girls whe deiivered
this material to all the delegates. We had the names of all the delegates, the hotel
they were staying at, and thelr room number. We sdon learned that you couldn't ge
into these hotels to distribute this material to the delegates during regular hours
50 We got these good-locking girls to go and distribute this stuff at 2:00 o'clock
in the morning, 3:00 o'clock in the morning, and slide it under the delegates

door. Of course they were always confronted by the dooxman who would ask, “Where
¥ou going?"  And they'd say, "We want to go upstairs and give this stuff out to

the delegates, they're expecting it." And he'd say, "Oh, fine, go ahesd.” These
gals did a tremendous job and we got the stuff to the delegates. t our convention
headguarters stacks of all of aur promotional materizl was placed on a counter
behind which were these very pretty girls whe would answer questions and dis-
tribute all this literature, buttons and everything else. If was guite a display --
the whole lobby was beautifully decorated. It must be rempembered that there was

2 great staff of people working for Citizens for Elsenhower, this was not entirely
a Young and Rubicam operation, there were mary, many people, igportant people who

made great contributions to ihe Eisenhower victory. If you are interested I can

tell you whe they were,

CR. WICKEMAN: Yes, why don't ¥ou go over some of them.
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MR EhGHl:_ This is 8 list and I'm not going to try to place them in --
DR. WICKMAN: No, na, don'1, just take them as they come, no, fine, that's right.
MR, ZAGHI: --category of importance, 1'm just going to read them, except for
the first ane on the list T have to say semething about him, that was Authur
Vandenberg. He was chairman of the Citizens for Eisenhower for a short term
time. And he was succesded by another man, later on I'11 tell vou his name. .
Mow these are the names of the people that had a lot to do in this campaligrn
snd quite a mumber of them eventually became members of the Eisenhower family
in Washington as Assistants to the President, Economic Advisors and in varicus
capacitites which is a matier of history. Well, here ge the names: Paul
Hoffman, Sigurd 5. Larmon, Walter Williams, Gabriel Hauge, Abbott Washburn,
Charley Willis, Stanley Rumbaugh, Howard Chase, Henry Sears, Tom Stevens, Ann
Wnitman, Mary Jane MacCaffree, Ed Hussell, Howsrd Peterson, Mary Lord, Sherman
Adams, Lucius Clay, Herb Brownell, Tom Dewey, Cabot Lodge, Bill Aobinsen, Slat
Slater, Cliff Roberts, Phil Reed, Len Hall, Dorothy Houghton, Teny Zaghi, and
also a large staff of writers, directors; producers, advertisements, radio
commercials, TV cemmercials from Young and Rubicam.
Dft. WICKMAN: When the conventicn was over and the Citizens for Eisenhower group
was succeeded by the Republican Nationsl Commitiee what happened ke most of thase
people == was there a merger of the twe organizatione?
ME. ZAGHI: That's very interesting because he was nominated on the First ballot.
And of course after it was all over we all went back to the Conrad Hilton Hotel
and it wasn't long before we were told by Jim Haggerty, in a very complimentary
way about the job that we'd done but from that point on the National Republican
Party would take over the campaign to elect Eisenhower President of the United
States but would we keep on working, that is the Young and Rubicam greup and all

the other people, on behalf of the Eisenhower campaign. And we sald,"Yes.o
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DR. WICKMAN: Well then what did this mean --
MR. ZAGHI: That meant that we had to repori to them --
DR, WICKMAMN: In Washington?
MA. ZAGHI: Mo, here in Hew Yerk or in Washington, ves, but not in Washington
se much as I think we spoke to them here in New York. Herb Brownell I think
was our closest contact after the romination, then anyone else. He was Teally
the man who made the decisions. And we cleared everything with him. * Sometimes
we cleared stuff with Lucius Clay because we felt it should be cleared with him,
But most of the material I ever took out to be cleared after the nomination was
with Herb Brownell.
DR. WICKMAN: And then throughout the campaign you continued to provide what,
¥our group provided literature, was this —-
MR. ZAGHI: Liberature, radio, television tommercials, Eisenhower on the air
and various programs, yeu have them an film, his person to person interview in
Washington, D. C., where pecple get up and ssked him a questlions and he'd give
the answer. I know he appeared on several Young and Rubicam TV programs. He
appeared on guite & number of other programs after nomination. He had said befare
he was nominated that he would nat campaign but he did campaign to an extent any=
way even prior fo the nomination. He made a speech in Abilene. You may recall
ity it rained and there was mud Up to your amkles. And then he did a "We, the
People™ thing and he did guite a few other things prior tothe nomination.
DR, WICKEMAN: When the, what ahppened after the election was over -- vhat are
gome of your reminiscences about this -- did you, did that group close down
then compleiely?
MR. ZAGHI: Well, ¥es, the group clesed down completely, & lot of them went
back to their own personal endeavers Like I went back to Young and Rubicam and
Mr. Larmon went back to Young and Rubicam, But as 1 said before gquite 2 number
of the people whose names 1 mentioned before became members of Efsenhowor's staff

and stayed with hHim practically for his entire two terms. Just one example wae



his appeintment secretary.

DR. WICKMAM: Did you visit the President when he was President?

MR. ZAGHI: I was fortunate Bhough to be invited to the White House to gne

of the stag dinners and te me this waz a great honor. But there e 3 1ittle
story I want to tell vou about this great man, as you go into the White Housse
of course you are stopped at the gate by a guard and you show him your invita-
tion and go ahead right up. And when I got in the deor I was met by President
Eisenhower's secretary and I showed him my invitation and he said, "Oh, vyes,

Mr. Zaghi, I want to tell ¥ou a couple of things" He said, "First of allsy 1
wanlt io show you the seating arrangement, where you will sit at the table.
And," he said, "you come in the dooz you turn left and go around to right

here and Mr. so-and-go will be here," and I think Chuck Percy was on my right
and some big resturant man was on my left. And he said, "Bui before that,"

he said, "You will go into a room where you will all meet, you will eventually
meet the President. MNow,® he said, "when you are in thot room and the Pres-
ident comes in stay'where You - are, «don't move. He will come to you, don't go

te him." Ss when he finally came in I was talking to Chuck Percy and Arthur
Vandenberg and he eventually came over to me. Well, prior to that again

going back to the secretary, the secretary said, "Here is a list of the people
who are going to be here tonight for dinner." And I looked at this list and

it started out, it was alphabetically arranged. Soc-and-so, retired Admlral,
se-and-so0, President of such-znd-such comparny, all fantiasstig titles, and it
came dewn to me, Frederick &, Laghi, Young and Hubinam,but no title. 5o when
the President came in he was introduced to all the guests and ke had some little
remark to make to each one as, how are you, Jim?' if he knew him by his first
fname of 'Glad to see you' and finally he came to me and the secretary Introduced
me, he said, "This is Mr. Zaghi from Young and Rubicam.” And he said, "Holy qee

I know you, you're S1g Larmon's deputy.”



CH. WICKMAN: You had a title.

MR. ZAGHI: I had a title. And you know they, the guests heard it and of

course I guess the majority of them know Sig Larmon but 1 think they were

all wondering 'well, who in the beck Ig that?' That's another facet of this

great man.

DR. WICEMAM: Have you seen Mr. Eisenhower since Lhat time?

MR. ZAGHI: Mot -- that was kind of--let's call it a soclial wisit. But I have

seen him, yes, several times since then because you xnow he likes to play

bridge every time he gets inte Hew York he plays bridge with close personal

friends and on a couple of those occasions 1 had & chance to see him and say

'hello.!

Dh. WICKMAN: What about the '56 election, was Young and Rubleam involved in
that?

MA. ZAGHI: Well, the '56 election, Summerfield, who was then the Postmaster

General -- picked J. Walter Thompson to be the agency of record, Actually

We cidn't want the job, Young and Rubicam did not want, you see, in an agengy

8uch ae ours we have to be careful not to favor one pelitical party --

DH. WICKMAN: Once would be enoligh.

Mi. ZAGHI: Well it was a calculated risk to be the offical agency whereas during

the 1952 campsign we were working for a man affiliated with no party, we weren't

affiliated with any party. We were Citizens for Eisenhawer, no party affiliation.

But in 1956 Suimerfield gave the account to J. Walter Thompson and it's a matier

of record that we were asked 4o come back into it bocavse the President's advisors

felt we had more know-how than J. Walter Thompson and we did move in and we wrote

guite a few scripts. We made many, many television proposals, recommendations.

We made many minute commercials that evidently did a find job because the critics

said some very nice things about them. So that was tha extent of what we did.
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This was, you know, kind of embarrassing te J. Walter Thompson 1 weuld imagine.
Well, we did do it., And we did a wonderful Jobr in '56 af course our k&y_?&ﬁ
people went to the convention in "56 in San Froncisco but we went there more
85 chservers however to be there in the event we might be needed to move in on
any area where we might be helpful. And there were several such instances.
DR. WICKEMAN: Cen, how did the, one of the questions I've had about Cltizens
for Eisenhower groups that I always wanted to ask somebody who was invelved with
it was, how did the group in Hew York rolate to the other Citizens for Eisenhower?
MR. ZAGHI: They were the headquarters.
DR. WICKMAN: It was the headguarters.
MR, ZAGHI: They were the headguarters and -- S
DR. WICKMAN: Did you say it started in Hew York?
Mi. ZAGHI: It started in New York, it started in New York and then Citizens
fer Eizenhower groups were formed in other states througheut the United States,
fnd we supplied those people with whatever materdad we had such as mats for
newWspapers ads or literature that we prepared on behalf of Eiseshower. And
in some cases we even financed some of their operations on radio and televiszion.
UR. WICKMAN: One of the things that I wendered about in the 52 capaign after
the convention, the headguarters shifted to Denver, the campeign headguarters,
did you go to Denwver?
MA. ZAGHI: Mo, 1 didn't.
DR. WICKMAN:  You worked strictly cut of Mew York?
MR. ZAGHI: 1 worked cut of Mew York because at that tims we were still up at
the Marguery Hotel and we were still getting cut stuff. BOt isn't it strangs
I have no recollection of anything ceming to me from Denver. It came to me
from either Mr. Lammon or Tom Stevens or to thom from either Herh Brownell or

somehody else hut it eventually got to me because if it had to be executed and
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and 1t was my job to exccute it, to get it done and get it put so there would
be ne hitch in it. But as far as Denver, no, I never was in Denver. I was to
80 many cther places. Apnd al) of the pecple whose names I mentioned earlier
had certain obligations and certain duties in connection with their efforts
on behalf of Eisenhower and they all did an outstanding job. There was nobody
‘steeping on somebody else's toes heaauée they had theirt own responsibilities
and they stuck right to that line and followed those responsibilities. And that's
why this operation was so successful, they had something to do, and they did it
and they did it well.
DR. WICEMAN: Do you have any idea of how =arly the efforts to gol General
Eisenhower to run started? You came into, you said, in --
MR. ZAGHI: Yes, it started in 1951, now there are a lot of people who say that
they were responsible for starting thiz thing and I guest in time to come thore
will be many more.people who will claim that they were responsible and influential
in getiing Eisenhower to run for the Presidency. From where I sit the two men
that were most responsible for getting Eisenhower to pgree to run for the
Presidency of the United States was Cabot Lodge and Bill Robinson. AL that time
Bill Robinson was the head of the Herald Tribune and Cabot Lodge, was a Senator.
These are the two men who talked to him ‘and many times and he finally agreed to
run. Sig Larmon talked to him  but if you ask Sig Larmon how much rasponsibility
he had in that, he'd say, "Well, they're the fwo men in my epinion" and he agrees
with this opinion of mine "that they did the most to get him o run That was
the crux of the whole thing, 'would he dg it3' Tou know you can propose anyhody
for the Presidency of the United States unless he dees It, what have you got,
a4 vatuum, nothing. They had many conversations with him. Kow it's alse possible
that Lucius Clay may have had something to do with it. But I never felt or sensed
that he had anything to do with the decision made by, at that Lime, General Eisen hower.

LR. WICKMAN: Wers you at the rally that they put on in Madisen SJouare Garden?

Mk, ZAGHI: Ch, yes, oh, yes, that was, one of those rallies was put om by

LRF-TEA TN R
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DR. WICKMAN: That's the one 1 was thinking of, yes.
MR. ZAGHI: That was quite a Tally. That was a hundred dollar a plate affair as
you recall. And there was 2 humorous incident in conmection with that, it was
humorous to me, I don't imagine it was humerous to Tex McCrary or to other people
that were involved in it, it s happened that they ran aut of box lunchecns and
had to scrounge arourd locking for a place where we could buy a hot dog because

we were hungry., We hadn't had any dinner.
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